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USGF 

CHAMPIONSHIP TOUR 


The United States Gymnastics Federation is pleased to announce the formation of a tour to the 1978 World Gymnastics 
Championships, to be held in Strasbourg, France in October of next year. We have arranged for hotel space, tickets to the 
competitions and round trip air charter from Chicago, Illinois. All this and free time for travel in Europe as well. 

TOUR PLAN: October 15. Depart Chic8go,lllinois via TWA Charter Boeing 707. 

October 16. Arrive Zurich, Switzerland (early morning) remain overnight. 


October 17-: 
October 21 

October 30 


Complete and mail the following: 


21, On your own, to see Switzerland, Germany or France all 
of them are Just next door to Zurich. We can help you with 

any arrangements you desire, or be on your own until 

Arrive afternoon or evening in Strasbourg and report to the 
headquarters hotel. Rooms are reserved there for the entire 
world championships, including breakfast. Hotel is walking 
distance to the competitions. 

The world championships have closed on the 29th, and this 
morning we board trains or buses and head for Zurich, and 
on arrival board our charter flight and return to Chicago, we 
arrive in time for most everyone to make connections to their 
home city that same day or night. 



Name; — Phone ( ) 

Address City/State/Zip 


I wish to reserve seats on the USGF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TOUR-1978 in Strasbourg, France during the 

period of time shown above, I understand that the tour includes the items described herein, and that the period of time 
from October 17-20 is on my own although I may seek assistance in planning or arranging travel and housing during that 
time period. Cost of tour, subject to change only so far as air increases passed on to the USGF are concerned is $990.00. 
Limited payments will be accpted to hold seats and monthly or periodic payments may be applied to your account. We 
enclose the amount of $_ to hold the number of seats requested above. We understand that there is r>0 can- 

cellation fee and that all of our funds are fully returnable up to January 1,1978, after that date a fee of $50.00 will be 
charged. After April 1,1978 the funds are non-refundable, but as in years past if the USGF holds a waiting list that they 
will sell your space for you if at all possible. 

Signed; 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS TOUR -78, SEND TO PO Box 12713, Tucson, Arizona 85732 


France 1978 

UNITED STATES GYMNASTIC FEDERATION 

U.S. Gymnastics Federation, 4545 East 5th Street, Tucson, Arizona 85711 
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The USGF Congress, held in Memphis, 
Tennessee was an amazing event, and one 
that points to the development of our sport 
in a most positive manner. Some 800 
coaches and officials attended this years 
event, and we expected about 650. The 
Hyatt Regency Hotel and its excellent staff 
were magnificent, and as our enrollment 
Increased their ability to keep pace with 
that growth and their attitude was profes- 
sional and pleasant. Although we must 
perhaps look to larger tacilitles if our growth 
continues none-the-less, we will always 
look for hotels staffed by real people, and 
real pros such as those at the Hyatt 
Regency in Memphis. 

We also learned that our banquet needs 
to be revised in content and shortened in 
time. We will restrict certain presentations 
and eliminate others, asking that some 
groups make their presentations at their 
own national competitions or meetings. Not 
because we have any strong feelings 
regarding the organizations, it is just that 
time is limited and we must change to suit 
the needs, Further, it is extremely clear now 
that we will in 1978 stress more training 
sessions .... with demonstrations and films 
and lectures and technique discussions. 
We added some this year, and in every 
case they became the most popular events 
of the annual meeting. 

The Romanian Tour of the U.S.A. was 
quite successful. Some stops were not sold 
out as they were previously in March when 


the tour was cancelled, but overall, the 
performances were fine and the tour made 
a measureable contribution to our sport. 
The U.S.A. women's team that met the 
Romanians In New Orleans Superdome . . . 
BEFORE A RECORD CROWD OF20.483 . . . 
did not have a good evening. In fact, it was 
marked most noticeably by incomplete 
routines , . . reminiscent of Montreal on the 
balance beam. Whatever we are lacking as 
a national team, we are showing it in major 
competitions. It Is perhaps the very thing we 
are trying to instill ... a team effort . . . aimed 
at a team score. It Is a sensitive subject but 
one that needs our urgent attention or else 
our independent programs will never jell 
into a real national program for one team. 

Next year is World Championships year. 
The USGF Tour Is filling rather quickly, so if 
you are interested now is the time to make 
your reservations, it will be a busy 1 978 . . . 
with qualifications and training camps, 
aimed at preparingforthe World Champion- 
ships Trials. 

Leslie Russo, of Muriel Grossfelds School 
of Gymnastics went to Barcelona Spain for 
that nation’s invitational event and finished 
second on the all-around competition. In 
that same event, Kurt Thomas won the gold 
medal in the all-around. Two great perform- 
ances by two great gymnasts. Leslie, in one 
of her first such events at that level really 
must have put It all together to score so 
high, and it places her In strong contention 
for next year's team . . . congratulations to 


both Leslie and Kurt. 

This issue of the USGF News is filled with 
newsy items . . . and we look to bigger and 
better things in 1 978. Since this is the Nov.- 
Dee. issue., .the USGF Staff wishes you all 
a Merry Xmas .... and Happy New Year. 

For the U.S. GYMNASTICS FEDERATION: 
Frank L. Bare, Exec. Dir. 
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In a major move that is innovative and 
important for our sport, the U.S.Q.F. has 
signed an agreement with DiAL, Inc., 
manufacturers of Dial Soap, to sponsor 
certain USGF gymnastic events during 
1977-78. For the first time in our brief 
history, the USGF has a national sponsor 
tor a numberof events. It was a bold step on 
the part ot Dial, Inc., and is solid testimony 
to that company’s interest in amateur 
athletic programs here in the U.S.A. 


DIAL Sponsors 
GSGF Events 
in 1978 



Mr. Craig Campbell 
Diractor of Marketing 
ARMOUR/DIAL, INC. 


The agreement is for one year at a time, 
with an interred three years written in, 
helping the USGF to build its program for 
the 1980 OlympicGames. Naturally, we are 
interested in doing all that we can to help 
Dial make the American public aware of 
this sponsorship, and we request that 
whenever and wherever passible all of our 
events make note publicly of Dial's involve- 
ment with our sport on a national scale. 

Atthe USGF Congress, I had thepleasure 
ol introducing Mr. Craig Campbell of Dial, 
Inc., who spoke to the banquet assembly. 
The 800 plus in attendance gave Mr. 
Campbell a standing ovation in recognition 
of that company's interest in our sport. It is 
our announced intent to aid them in selling 
soap . . . lots of it we hope .. .just as it is their 
Intention to help us improve and expand our 
national program. I believe we can move 
together to accomplish both goals in a 
cooperative and mutually beneficial man- 


If all goes well, Dial will put more than one 
million dollars into our sport during the next 
three years. If any of our constituent 
members are interested enough to think of 
good promotional items we would like to 
hear from you. 

In the meantime, let's alt work to promote 
Dial's sponsorship of our events. We'll have 
more to say on that matter In future editions. 
For the USGF: 

FRANK L. BARE, 

Executive Director 





1977 USGF 



Afemphis 


The 1 977 U.S.G.F. CONGRESS was Ihe 
biggest and best yet. Plans called for some 
650 participants and before the registration 
desks had closed, the number topped the 
800 figure. The HYATT REGENCY was an 
excellent hotel, and although admittedly 
some sessions saw ‘standing room only' 
crowds, the attendance at most sessions 
was higher than ever before due to the 
large number of coaches and their intrest In 
Ihe various sessions. Particularly interesting 
were the demonstration sessions, and next 
year's Congress will feature far more of 
these highly specialized training sections. 

The Banquet was unique, and to some 
degree different from all others. An ex- 
cessive numberot awards were presented. 
Not to take away from the merit of the 
awards, but the number was unwieldy and 
to that end we must strive to reduce the 
number and concentrate on the truly 
outstanding awardees on the national level 
only. The banquet was crowded, with 
people and awards, but it was an outstand- 
ing event and pleasing to see so many 
gymnastics enthusiasts In one place, at 
one time. 

The Safety Association met and their 
sessions dealing with the very Important 
subject of Insurance and related safety 
matters seemed to meet with approval from 
the hundreds who took part in their meet- 
ings. From comments I received, it appears 
that most came away with a better under- 
standing of what the USGSA was all about 
and what they hoped to do for the sport. 



HYA TT REGENCY HOTEL 
MEMPHIS. TENN. 




CONGRESS 


Dr. Bryce Taylor, President Canadian 
Gymnastics Federation 


Scenes from the banquet . . . 1977 
USGF Congress 


Registration tor 800 was a chorel 


Elizabeth Hutchinson 

South African Gymnastics Union 


Laughs at the head table . . . USGF 
Banquet. 


Joel Hobbs, Public Relations Director of 
Dial . . . looking lor a place to sell some 
soap? 


Connie Jo Israel — collegiate woman 
gymnast award winner and the USA's 
male GYMNAST of the YEAR . . . Kurt 
Thomas . . . share a moment at the 1977 
banquet. 

Sue Ammerman, new USGF Vice- 
President for Women, Craig Campbell 
from Dial and Frank Bare all share a 
laugh. 

Bill Roetzhelm, new USGF President, 
having a serious moment at the banquet. 
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We will now consider that the USGF 
Congress is a full-fledged convention. It Is 
time to consider either eliminating the 
tables and so-called booths that seemed to 
spring from everywhere In the lobby area 
near the main meeting rooms, or the 
alternative is to set up convention booths 
and call for scheduled convention exhibits 
at the Congress, When founded the idea 
was not to have apparatus or gymnasts, in 
order to allow the judges, coaches and 
officials to have two or three days of 
planning and discussion without concern 
for performance by teams or individuals, 
but we will evaluate the new image of the 
Congress and make changes perhaps by 
October of 1978. 


Kurt Thomas and Kathy Johnson were 
presented with the "GYMNAST OF THE 
YEAR" awards for 1 977. The personalized 
awards were impressive and the gymnasts 
truly great examples of what the sport is all 
about. During the past several years we 
have seen rise to the top of our sport, a 
number of truly fine gymnasts who at the 
same time were excellent examples of 
outstanding Individuals off the floor of 
competition as well as on the floor. Kathy 
and Kurt exemplified the image we hope 
U.S.A. gymnastics will always have. Presi- 
dent Fitzhugh sent them away with their 
awards and with the best wishes (hat 
accompany their selection by the Board of 
Directors of the U.S.G.F. 



George Szypula of Michigan 
State University — Award Recipient 

Bill "T" Meade — Award Recipient 

Glenn Sundby — Special Award 

Some meetings were smaii and informal 



Ail the meetings weren't exciting 


Kurt Thomas and Kathy Johnson — 
USA's Gymnasts of the Year — 1977 




Gymnastics has become a much more 
popular sport both in the area of participa- 
tion and also in the area of spectators. The 
Congress next year will have a special 
session on promotion and meet manage- 
ment, and it promfses to have some en- 
lightening aspects, featuring many of the 
methods learned on USSR and Romanian 
tours during the past several years. 

Reports at the Congress were varied. 
Many are worthy of reporting to you in 
printed form, and we intend to try to do 
that either in the area of a series in this 
publication, or in a special supplement to 
follow some time in the future. 



CONGRESS 




This brief report, and the associated 
pictures are presented to announce that 
the 1977 USGF CONGRESS was the 
biggest ever, and that surely we will 
continue to grow and improve the annual 
meeting in content and in form of presenta- 
tion. It was not too many years ago when we 
couldn't find 800 coaches in our sport in the 
nation, much less have them all sit down 
together in one city for three days. 

See you next year. 

For the USGF: 

F.L. Bare 







LARGEST 
CROWD 
EVER SEE 
SUPERDOME 
EVENT ! 


The USA women's team was there, 
minus an injured Kathy Johnson . . . who 
was recovering from a broken arm. She 
wes there on the bench but not ready for 
work yet. The team was ready to meet the 
Romanian women’s team in an informal all- 
around competition and saw Nadia Coma- 
neci take first, Emilia Eberle second and our 
Donna Turnbow third. 

The crowd was the largest in the history 
of the sport. 20,483 paid spectators . . . 
jammed into the SUPERDOME and joined 
ABC-TV, Dial Soap and AMF/American to 
make the event a super meet. 

The USA girls held ft together for two 
events and then it came apart. Not notice- 
ably, just steadily and when the chalk dust 
settled it was Romania far and away ahead 
of our team when we felt the difference 
would not be so great at all. 

Second guessing is wasted time. We 
were not consistent at all, as a team. It was 
like Montreal on the beam ... we all 
remember. The gymnasts we fielded were 
ready and the coaches felt they were ready 
but the routines weren't there and if we 
continue that type of team effort we are In 
sixth or seventh place forever. Coaches 
Vannie Edwards and Jim Fontaine will have 
much to say later on in a more detailed 
report on the meet with scores, and more 
photos, but this early report is submitted for 
your information. The USA was way behind 
in the informal, and unofficial team event, 
and Donna Turnbow held together to save 
third in the all-around tying Nadia in the 
Uneven Bars. We need to concentrate on 
steady team performances ... 1 978 is just 
around the corner and the World Champion- 
ships are twelve months away. 

USGF Report . . . October 11, 1977, 
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The USGF in its continuing effort to 
present the sport of gymnastics in the most 
positive possible image, has started a new 
program of gymnastics and art combined- 

A1SEWIMA3F 

Gymnastics 
and Art- 
hand-in- 
hand- 

We contacted one of Tucson's most 
innovative galleries and through its director 
Mr. James Sanders, we were introduced to 
one of the Southwest's most brilliant new 
artists. Lawrence W. Lee is noted for his 
contemporary paintings ... of Southwestern 
Indians. They are colorful and striking and 
his works hang in several museum col- 
lections in the Southwest part of the Nation. 



Nadia Comanecr and the artist who painted 
her . . . Mr. Larry Lee of Tucson, Arizona, 
sign some prints together. 


We asked Larry to help us create a painting, 
first of Nadia Comaneci and then of the 
three most widely known USSR gymnasts 
and next to see some American stars in 
action. Larry was enthusiastic from the 
beginning. His first work of Nadia was used 
as a cover for the recently concluded 
Romanian team tour of the USA . , . and is 
also available in poster form. We asked 
Larry to come to Chicago to see the 
Romanian perform, and he did so. During 
his stay there, he and Nadia signed some 
prints of his painting, and a limited number 


of them are now available through a local 
gallery. The posters, not signed, are 
available from the USGF. 

Larry then made a composite of Nelli 
Kim, Nicolai Andrianov and Olga Korbut for 
the cover for the forthcoming tour by the 
gymnastics team of the Soviet Union. It is 
impressive and also will be a cover for the 
program and a poster to follow. During 
Larry's visit to Chicago he had the 
opportunity to witness his first ever 


gymnastic performance . . . and he will see 
the Czech team in Tucson and then the 
Soviets in Phoenix in November of thisyear. 
We will then ask Larry to turn his genius to 
American gymnasts and hopefully we will 
continue this artistic presentation of our 
sport . . which is after all a beautiful sport. 

Our thanks to Larry Lee and James 
Saunders for helping us enter this project 
so successfully. 

For the USGF; F.L Bare. Exec. Dir. 


THE GYMNASTIC 
EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

Gym Master's dynamically designed gymnastic i 
equipment for colleges and universities is built to J 
rigid specifications for International competition I 
and known the world over for its excellence in 1 
quality and performance. f 

Look to Gym Master— where new ideas, new I 
safety features, new and better materials are ^ 
constantly producing the most functional, 
most efficient gymnastic equipment. 

3200 SOUTH ZUNI STREET ' 

ENGLEWOOD, COLO. 80110 U.S.A. 
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(mce/ri/ 


As you know the Romanian Gymnastic 
Federation decided to withdraw from the 
competition the Romanian women 
gymnasts participating at the 11th 
European Gymnastic Championships in 
Prague. 

This decision was taken as a result of 
some technical deficiencies and of some 
methods appeared in the referees' actions 
which altered the results. 

The gymnasts draws has been done 
without informing officially the Romanian 
Gymnastic Federation. The making up of 
the women referees staff has been done in 
an unilateral way: the appointment and the 
instruction of the referees has been carried 
out against the stipulations of the Code of 
points. The Jury has been formed 
according to an unheard formula at 
European Women Championships, 
violating the customs by an arbitrary 
interpretation of the Regulations. 

The unfair pressures of such factors 
upon the results reached the climax while 
frequent changements of the results 
announced by the jury were made at the 
jumps event during the second day of the 
championship, the final ranking being 
changed without any explanation. 

The Romanian delegation left the 
competition when the women gymnast 
Nadia Comaneci was already holder of all 
European Champion’s title, after having 
obtained the silver medal in jumps event (in 
our opinion she was worth of having a 
higher award), the golden medal in parallel 
bars event and after getting 10 note in 
beam event. Our decision has been taken 
on the basis of fairness, justice, dignity and 
mutual respect principles which we are all 
the time observing and promoting In the 
education of our youth. 


Our decision has been taken 
on the basis of fairness, 
justice, dignity and mutual 
respect principles which we 
are all the time observing and 
promoting in the education of 
our youth. 


We are sorry that the facts occured at the 
European Championships in Prague put 
into a shadow a continental sports 
competition which would have been and 
should be a real gymnastics festival. We 
are convinced that any one who attended 
the competition or watched it on TV have 


understood well our feelings and the 
decision we were obliged to take. At the 
same time, we are confident that the 
International Gymnastic Federation will 
draw up the appropriate conclusions from 
what happened, will reconsider, will 
improve and will elaborate more precise 
rules, just like some national federations 
among which the Romanian Gymnastic 
Federation too, have already suggested 
several times, and will see that the work and 
the actions ol the technical commissions 
be carried on according to as democratic 
principles as possible and that the 
international competition organized under 
Its sponsorship be no more shadowed by 
such unfortunate incidents, which are 
detrimental to the gymnastics' cause we all 
are serving. 


As far as we are concerned, 
we shall continue to fight for 
international sports activity 
according to the Olympic 
principles of justice, of 
friendship, peace and fairplay, 
so that the justice spirit should 
be observed, so that in all 
competitions the best should 
win. 


As far as we are concerned, we shall 
continue to fight (or an international sports 
activity according to the Olympic principles 
of justice, of friendship, peace and fair-play, 
so that the justice spirit should be observed, 
so that in all competitions the best should 
win. We would like to add that the Romanian 
Gymnastic Federation will bring its 
contribution just like it acted until now, to 
the improvement of the statutes of the 
International Federation and of the rules of 
the competitions. 

This is our position in connection with the 
European Championships in Prague, we 
presented as a rule ol our conduct, without 
approaching it minutely, thinking that in this 
way we can make easier Iheelaboration by 
common agreement of some conclusions, 
lessons and steps for the future. 

At the next meeting of the IGF Executive 
Committee we propose to debate and to 
decide the following: 

— the draws for the official competition 
should be announced in advance 
and In the presence of the national 
^ federations' representatives wishing 


iW 


to attend it: 

— at the Olympic Games, World and 
continental championships should 
be appointed only referees of 
exceptional category, recognized as 
such after having undergone appro- 
priate IGFexaminations: the referees 
body should be drawn before the 
competitions: 

— at the finals in apparatus events 
. should be appointed by lots to neutral 

'v referees (coming from countries 
1 having no competitors in the con- 
cerned competition): 

't — during the competition each referee 
should show the spectators his note: 

— the referees' activity should be con- 
^ trolled by the members of theTechni- 

* cal Committee, who will give qualifi- 
cation notes, which will be taken into 
consideration at the following ap- 
pointments: 

— to better explain within the regu- 
lations the criteria according towhich 

. the referees are appreciated and that 
the unobservance of such criteria 
should have as result their exclusion 
from the referees body of the IGF: 

— the members of the juries at the 

^ Olympic Games, at the world and 

• continental championships, should 
be appointed by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the IGF: 

— to make up a commission which will 

^ have the duty to reconsider and to 

improve the code of points, both for 
girls and boys and once approved to 
remain valid for 4 years, during an 
Olympic cycle. 

We remain. Dear friends, with our best 

regards 

Sincerely yours, 
PRESIDENT, 

E. Poparad 
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American Athletic 
Equipment 

200 American Avenue 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 


Bring out the best in your program. 
Send today for your free catalog 
of gymnastic and physical education 
equipment. 


AI®IF 



Continued from September/October issue of GYMNASTICS NEWS 


A notebook was handed out to 
each gymnast at the beginning of the 
camp. The gymnasts were encour- 
aged to write down ail the informa- 
tion they received at the camp to take 
home with them. 

Our primary efforts for this camp 

1. To refine their technical execu- 
tion of basic skills. 

2. To increase their understand- 
ing of gymnastics technically 
as well as developing mental 
awareness. 

3. Giving them a good example 
of training patterns; hope- 
fully it will lead them into 
building a good training habit 
later. 



IMPROVEMENT EVIDENT 


junior o^pio 


camp 


(Front Row) Robert Campbell, Dale Brown, Jim Mikus, Chris Riegel, Jon Jacobs, MasWalanabe 
(2nd Row) Mark Bowers, Brian Baley, Joe Ray, Dave Osiecki, Matt Arnot, Brian Babcock, Dick Foxal 
(3rd Row) Bart Conner, Jeff Season, Phil Cahoy, Tom Pace, Frank Thompson, Daniet Price 
(Back Row) Greg Buwick, Waichiro Miki, J. Marvin Gibbs, II, Chuck Chmelka, Peter Stout 
James Hartung, Sid Freudenstein 


Enormous information was given 
to them in and outside the gym 
throughout Che camp. The camp w 
very intensive and conducted under 
very serious atmosphere. However, 
there were also relaxing recreational 
activities provided Co release their 
tension from the training. Very 
enjoyable picnics to some of the 
beautiful National Parks were plan- 
ned by camp coordinator Sid Feu- 
denstein and his assistants for two 
Sundays. Some other activities such 
as going to the show and a visit to the 
planetarium were also planned for 
the evenings. 

The gymnasts were told at the 
beginning of the camp that their 
main goal is to learn as much as they 
can during these 2 weeks, and taking 
all information back with them s 
they will have goals to work toward 
the rest of the year was advised. We 
all were very aware that it is t 
much CO expect chdr physical i 
provemeni in such a short time. 

It was such an exciting experience 
working with such a talented group 
of gymnasts for the staff. They have 
worked extremely hard and listened 
very well so that corrections « 
made within the next few turns. We 
are so glad to know the reason for 
their success was not only their 
physical talents, but, as was very 
apparent, their discipline, high de- 
gree of concentration, willingness 
and many other factors also contrib- 
uted. 
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Some of the new attempts made at 
this camp were to obtain better 
information about and accurate eval- 
uation of individual gymnasts. It was 
done with the purpose of incorpora- 
ting certain goals with setting the 
selection of criteria and evaluation 
procedure for the new Junior Elite 
program. These goals include; 

1 . Obtaining a complete profile of 
each gymnast, including general 
information, training back- 
ground, competitive back- 
ground, eating habits and injury 
background. 

2. Testing proposed skill require- 
ments for the Junior Elite pro- 
gram according to their age 
group and rating in S scales to 
study their basic skill levels. 

3. Evaluating all gymnasts on the 
following items by at least 3 out 
of 5 instructors: 

8. Continuous effort [all out 
effort; 

b. Eagerness to learn [desire) 

c. Attentiveness [how well he 
listens) 

d. WilllDgness to work 
through minor discomfort 

e. Openness to suggestions 
and change 

f. Perseverence [willingness 
to keep trying) 

g. Aggressiveness [working 
beyond fear] 

h. Motivation for continuous 
self-expression [artistic ex- 
pression] 

(These were also rated in 5 
scales with additional com- 
ments by each instructor.) 

4. Asking all gymnasts to report 
their training evaluation by 
filling out the form monthly and 
sending it in with their coaches 
comments and approval. This is 
an attempt to maintain better 
communication with each gym- 
nast and a possible checking sys- 
tem of their training and direc- 

All the gymnasts were very cooper- 
ative to our exploration and very 
eager to improve their gymnastics as 
best they could. 

By the end of the camp, all 
gymnasts were asked to write their 
comments about the camp and how 
much they actually improved during 
these 2 weeks. After having read 
through their papers, it was astound- 
ing to find what physical improve- 
ment they have made in such a short 
period of time. 

It was the consensus of all Che staff 
who have worked at this camp that 
this was the most talented young 
group of people we have ever worked 
with before. 

— Mas Walanabe 
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riiANS 

for the USGF Junior National Men’s Team 


SELECTION OF THE JUNIOR NATIONAL 
MEN'S TEAM 


Competitions with foreign Junior teams 

1. Trips to foreign countries 

2. Invitation of foreign Junior teams to the USA 


NUMBER OF GYMNASTS AND AGE: 

Age Approximate Number 

12-15 years old 15 

16-18 years old S 

(A gymnast who qualifies to 16-18 age group must have been allilialecl 
with the past USGF Olympic Developmeni Camps) The total number of 
gymnasts may notnecessarily remain at maximum. Gymnasts must meet 
the criteria set for the group. The maximum total number, however, will 
never exceed 20 gymnasts. 

A. Selection for 1977 Junior National Men’s Team. 
Development Camp Results. 

B. Selection for additional members for the 1978 
Junior National Men's Team. 

t . Regional selection - sometime In January or February, 1 976. 

2. National selection • March 15-17, 1978. 

C. Final selection for 1978 Junior National Men's Team 
The 1978 Junior National Championship for boys 
and the following Olympic Development Camp. 

TRAINtNG PROGRAM 

A. Goals and Objectives 

1. 12-15 years old 

1980 Olympic Games, 1962 World Championships 

2. 15-18 years old 

1978 World Championships, 1980 Olympic Games. 

B. Training Camps (3 to 4 times a year) 

1 . Teaching Olympic Compulsory exercises. 

2. Training on selected optional skills 

3. Test on skill development. 

4. Test and measurement on physical strength and body size. 

5. Directing training programs throughout the year, 

6. Clinics for the Coaches of the gymnasts. 

7. Periodical Intra squad meet for an evaluation. 

All the Coaches of the team members will be invited to attend 
every training camp at no expense to them. 

C. Observing and or exchanging of information and 
knowiedge in training camps with foreign Junior 
gymnastics teams. 

COMPETITIONS 

A. USGF Junior Oiympic National Championships 
(To Oe one ol the major evaluations lot Ihe Junior Olympic 
Nalional Men's Team annually) 


1. SELECTION OF THE JUNIOR 
NATIONAL MEN’S TEAM 


A. Seiection for 1977 Junior Nationai Men’s 
Team. 

Deveiopment camp. 


At the 1 977 Olympic Development Camp in Boulder.Coloradothe 
following items have been tested and the gymnasts were 
examined (observed) by the camps staff during a two week 
period. 

1 . The proposed optional skill requirements for Ihe Junior 
National Men’s Team selection has been tested on all the 
participants and each skill was rated in five scales. 

2. The personality test (by observation) wasapplledard rated in 
five scales. 

3. Each individual’s personal background was Investigated by a 
questionnaire method. 

4. Seriousness and ability to understand the lectures was 
observed by checking their notebooks. 

5. On adaily basis, all the instructors discussed (by observation) 
an overall evaluation of each gymnast. 

6. Some other important (actors: limitation on range of motion, 
pronounced physical weakness in certain areas, poor 
fundamental positions, lack of body tightness (overall body 
control) and the lack of explosiveness were observed and 
evaluated. 

The following gymnasts are recommended from Ihe above testing 
and evaluation results lor the 1st 1977 Junior National Men’s 

Name Birth Dale Age Slate Coach 


Jim Hartung 
Peter Stout 
Phil Cahoy, Jr. 
Tom Pace 
Jim MIkus 
Dale Brown 
Robert Campbell 
Mark Bowers 
David Osiecki 
Chris Riegel 


4-24-61 

2-7-62 

12-21-62 


Nebraska Phil Cahoy 
16 Florida Don Gutzler 
16 Nebraska Phil Cahoy 
16 New York Tom Jagelka 
IS Penn. Larry Moyer 
14 Texas Bill Austin 
t4 New Jersey Jim Surgeni 
14 Nebraska Phil Cahoy 
12 Penn. Larry Moyer 
12 Penn. Larry Moyer 
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B. Selection for additional members for the 1978 
Junior National Men's Team. 

Selection Procedures. 

1. Regional Selection 

a. Tr« reguest must be submitted In written form to the 
Regional Director by the gymnast's coach prior to 31 , 
December 31, 1977. 

b. The Regional Director will determine the date and site for 
the Regional selection, tl will be sometime in January or 
February, 1978. 

2. National Selection 

a. Ail the gualiflers from the Regional selections will meet 
together and be tested. 

b. The date for the National selection will be tentatively 
March 15-17, 1978. 

c. There will be a maximum of 10 gymnasts selected as 
additional members of 1 978 Junior National Men's Team. 

d. The total of possible 20 gymnasts will be designated to be 
1 978 Junior National Men’s Team until the 1 978 USGF 
Junior National Championship in July. 

3. Requirements for Regional and National Selection 

a. Compulsory requirements 

1. Intermediate Compulsory tor 12-14 years old. 

2. Advanced Compulsory for 15-18 years old. 

b. Optional skill requirements. 


TUMBLING 


1. Age 17-18 

*a. Roundoff flip flop-full twisting back somersault- multiple 

•b. Front handspring front somersault-front handspring (two 
fool takeoff) 

*c. Roundoff-{flip flop) side somersault or Arabian front 
somersault 

d. Piked front somersault (out of run) to stepout 

2. Age 15-16 

‘a Roundoff-flip flop-full twisting somersault 
’b. Front hanospring-front somersault 
*c. Roundoff (flip flop) side somersault or Arabian front 
somersault 

d. Running front somersault (tucked) slepout-handspring 

3. Age 12-14 

"a. Roundoff-flip flop-layout somersault 
'b. Handspring-dive (extended) roll 

c. Running front somersault (stepoul) handspring 
‘d. Roundoff-back somersault or Arabian dive roll (all of the 
tumbling must be at least shoulder height) 

4. Floor Exercise (requirement for all age groups) 
FLEXIBILITY 

*a. Split (flat on floor) 

b. Wide straddle split (pancake) 

c. Back walkover 
PRESS 

'd. Straddle roll forward to straddle stiff-stiff press 

e. Chest roll to press to handstand 
SCALE 

f. Y scale-hold 3 sec, 

‘g. Any other scale-hold 3 sec. 


POMMEL HORSE 


1. Age 17-18 

a. From Front support position-right leg over to under-cut 
back-right leg over to front scissors-left under-cut back-left 
leg over to front scissors-the entire series at least three 
times on each side without stop 

b. From rear support position-letl leg over to straddle support 


SCORE TODAY WITH... 



Peds the original maker of foot socks, offer 
"GYM GIRL", lightweight sock, made for snug 
comfort and sure-footed performance, (50% 
cotton ■ 50% stretctv nylon). Ask for GYM GIRL 
Peds at your nearest athletic equipment store 
or use our convenient order form below. 

SCORE 3 WAYS I 

1. A sure-footed performance. 2. A special 
40% discount for club or school group orders. 
3. . . . and for every package of GYM GIRL Peds 
sold, “Peds" will make a contribution to the 
USGF to help gymnasts compete in Inter- 
national Competition. Suggesled rtlail prica 79c pair 


Peds Products Inc., p.o. box uor. riverside, calif. 92 so? 

Please send the following pairs size A (Fils 8-9Vy) 

pairs size B (Fits 10-11Vi) Minimum order 12 

pairs — $5.65 (Calif, residents add S% sales lax) 

Amount enclosed $ (No COD's please) 

ADDRESS 
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and equipment for the Gymnast. 
Art Stone Gymnastics Supply 

Atlanta, Georgia • Minneapolis, Minn. 
Smithtown, New York ■ St. Louis, Mo. 

Teachers, directors and coaches write on your 
letterhead for our complete catalog. Art Stone 
Gymnastics, 1795 Express Drive North, Smithtown, 
New York 11787 or call 516-582-9600. 


and undercut to rear support- left ieg over to straddle 
support and back scissors- to right leg undercut to rear 
support and right ieg over to back scissors- the entire series 
at least three times on each side without stop 
‘c. Series of front scissors-six times without stop 
‘d. Series of back scIssors-six times without stop 
‘e. High double leg circles in series at least 25 times with legs 
together 

•f. Loops on the end at least 5 times 
'g. Moore-side travel-Kehre in-side travel-loop around- 
Oiympic or Moore-Kehre out-Kehre In-side travel-loop 
dismount -Olympic (a gymnast will be permitted as many 
circles as necessary between each move) 
n. Three circles on each part of the horse in continuity 
(additional moves may be done between these circles) 
example-three circles In middle-side travel-three down hill 
circles-three loops-three uphill circles (a gymnast may 
start on any part of the horse) 

2. Age 15-16 

a.-d. same as the 1 7-1 8 age group 
*a. High double circles in series at least 15 times with legs 
together 

b. Circle-Moore-circle 
"c. Circle-side travel-circle-Kehre In-clrcle 
■d. Circle-Kehre oul-circle-Kehre in-circle 
'e. Circle-side travel-cIrcle-OlympIc 

I. Circles on the end at least three times (loops) 

3. Age 12-14 

a. -d. same as the 1 7-1 8 age group 

*a. High douPle circles at least ten times 

b. Low double circles [extended hips) at least five times legs 
tightly together (good form) 

c. Circle-Moore-circle 

'd. Circle-side travel-circle 

'e. Circle-Kehre out (or Kehrein)-circle 

•f. Start on end-loop around-OlympIc 


RINGS 


1. Age 17-18 

*8. Dislocate (dislocate or glant)-s1raight arm or close toshoot 
handstand 

‘b. Inlocale (giant)-back uprise to handstand 

c. Front uprise 

'd. Dismount-full twisting somersault-double somersault or 
front somersault with Vi twist 

*e. Hollowback press or straight arms and bent body press 

2. Age 16-18 

'a. DIslocate-shoot to handstand 
'b. Back uprise to handstand 
c. Front uprise 

*d. Dismount-full twisting somersault-double somersault-or 
front somersault with twist 
•e. Hollowback press or straight arms bent body press 

3. Age 12-14 

'a. Dislocate-shoot to handstand 
‘b. Back uprise at least to shoulder stand 
c. Front uprise 

'd. Front pike somersault or back layout dismount 


VAULTING 


1. Age 17-18 

'a. Handspring (yamashila) full twist or Tsukahara tucked 

2. Age 15-16 

'a. Handspring (yamashila) Vi twist or cartwheel on K off 

3. Age 12-14 

'a. Yamashila or handspring with good repulsion 
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PARALLEL BARS 


1. Age 17-18 
Arm support swlrig 

’a. Swing forward and backward pirouette with free contirruous 
swing 

'b. Front stutz orbacksalto catch at Ieast45 degrees or higher 
0. Front piked Vi or back off 'h 
Upper arm support swing 

*a. Backward roll and forward roll with straight body 

b. Back uprise to back stutz-swing to forward roll-straight 

‘c. Back uprise to straddle cut catch "L" hold 
Under bar swing 

*a. Peach basket to arm support-legs at least parallel to the 
bar, can be done from a stand or from a drop 
"b. Cast catch to arm support (straight arms) 

2- Age 15-16 
Arm support swing 

’a. Same as 17-18 age group 

*b. Front stutz or back salto catch at least 30 degrees or higher 

c. Front somersault piked or back oft layout 
Upper support swing 

*a. Same as 17-16 age group 

b. Back uprise to back stutz to straight arm catch 
'c. Back uprise straddle cut catch bent arm swing to 

handstand 
Under bar swing 

"a. Peach basket to arm support (straight arms at catch) 
can be done from stand or from drop 
•p. Same as 17-18 age group 
3. Age 12-14 
Arm support swing 

‘a. Forward pirouette from a free swing 

*b. Front stutz to support at least horizontal or higher 

c. Front or back somersault dismount lucked 
Upper arm support swing 

•a. Same as 17-18 age group 

'0. Back uprise to handstand or back uprise straddlecut catch 
Under bar swing 

a. Peach basket to glide (from stand or drop) 

*b. Glide kip to high 'V" position swing to handstand 


HORIZONTAL BAR 


1. Age 17-18 

*a. Cross change and blind changes 

b. Ono (reach under)-vaull catch or hecht vault 

'c. Dislocate to eagle giant or inverted giant (at least one) 

d. Forward and backward Stalder (from giant to giant) 

*e. Flyaway layout (may also be piked, double or full) or Flecht 
with legs together 

2. Age1S-16 

'a. Same as 17-18 age group 

'b. V) turn to reach under (any klnd)-vault catch or Hecht vault 

c. Dislocate to hop change over or under grip 

d. Forward or backward Stalder 

*e. Flyaway layout (may also be piked, double or full) or Hecht 
straddle 

3. Age 12-14 

‘a. Cross change or blind change 
b. Cast to vault catch (can be done out of W turn to reach 

*c. Sole circle forward and backward from giant to giant 
(straddle or legs together) 

d. Free hip circle to handstand 

‘e. Flyaway layout (may be piked, double or full) or Hecht 
straddle 



^ymna-Btiic stidem 

NOWTHBRIOOC. MASS, 0ISS4 


OLYMPIC MIMS 


1976 MONTREAL OLYMPICS 

Ind, Finals Women 350 ft. 45.00 

Ind. Finals Men 350 ft. 45.00 

Selected routines from women’s Team— All Around Finals 
400 ft. 45,00 

The individual finals films are complete with score board 
identification of all contestants. 

Also available 
1972 MUNICH OLYMPICS 
Ind. Finals Women 400 ft. 40.00 

Ind. Finals Men 400 ft. 40.00 

Mocferrt Rhythmics by U.S.S.R. at Madison Square Garden, 
N.Y.— 1975 200 ft. 25.00 

All films are super B-color 
Add Postage and Handling; 

$.75 for orders under $10.00 
$1 .25 for orders over $10.00 
U.S.A. orders only 

Overseas— write for postage information 


Total $. 


Name 

Street 

City State 

School Zip 
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STRENGTH 


zWiaiEi^ 

A Distinctive Line 
of Men’s and 
Women’s Uniforms 



COACHES EDITION 
COLOR CATALOGUE 
$1.00 

REFUNDABLE WITH FIRST ORDER 


ZWkllEL^ 


1. Age 17-18 

•a. Iron cress or troni lever (hold 2 sec.) 

•0. Straight arm and bent body press with legs together on 
parallel bars 

‘0. Handstand pushups (from shoulder stand to handstand) at 
least three times on parallel bars 

2. Age 15-16 

a. Front lever held In straddle position (legs no wider than 90 
degrees] two seconds 

■b. Same as 17-18 age group 

*c. Hollowback press on parallel bars-shoulders above bar 
height 

3. Age 12-14 

a. Sack lever-hold two seconds 

*b. Straight arms and bent body press (legs straddled) on 
parallel bars 

•c. Handstand pushups at least once on parallel bars (from 
shoulder stand to handstand) 


C. Evaluation procedure and standards 

1 . Compulsory 

a. Gymnasts will perform the appropriate Compulsory 
exercise and will be judged In the form ot competition 

b. The gymnasts will be judged by at least two judges on each 

c. Gymnasts must have all around score of at least 48.00 
points 

d. A gymnast may not score below 6.5 in any one event 

2. Optional 

a. All the skills will be rated in 5 scales 
t 5-Excellent 

2. 4-Good 

3. 3-Fair (can execute the skill with some control) 

4 2-Poor (can execute Out not quite well or being close to 
making it) 

5. 1-Cannotdoit 

b. A gymnast may not fail (scoring 2 or 1 point on a skill) more 

0. A gymnast also may not fall more than once on the skills 
marked by ' in any event 

4. Age requirement 

a. For the 1978 Regional and National selection a gymnasts age 
must be a minimum ot 12 years old and maximum of 18 years old 
by the first day of National selection dale. March 15, 1978 
0. A gymnast who is between 16-18 years old must be affiliated with 
one of the past Olympic Development Camps. 

Final selection for 1978 Junior National Men's Team 
1 All the Junior National Men's Team members must go through the 
normal qualifying procedure togel to thel 978 USGF Junior Olympic 
National Championship meet 

2. From the results of this meet, the top ten from 1 5-1 8 group and top 
fifteen from 13-14 (including some 12 year olds) will be selected to 
participate in the following Olympic Development Camp 

3. All the twenty live gymnasts wll be tested and observed during the 
two week period as welt as participating In the training camp 

4. Maximum of 5 from the 1 6-1 8 age group and 15 from the 1 2-1 5 age 
group will be selected as the 1978 Junior National Men's Team from 
the results of the camp. 


P.O. Box 309 
Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 


•Note - There will be provisions lor the gymnast who was on the 
previous 1978 Junior Team and could not make the Olympic 
Developmeni Camp. 

This provision will only apply to the gymnast who has shown a 
tremendous talent, improvement and potential in the previous 
training camps. 


GYM-KIN 





Minutes From the USGF WTC Meeting, October 6, 1977, Memphis 



I. Roll Call - 8:45 a.m. 


Voting Members 

RTD's 


Region 1 

Joanne Pasquale 

Region II 

Karen Patoile 

Region III 

Sharon Weber 

Region IV 

Linda Beran 

Region V 

Delene Darst 

Region VI 

Sharon Valley 

Region VII 

Audrey Schweyer 

Region VIII 

Lydia Taylor 


National Women's Committee Chairman - Linda Chencinski 
National J O A G Developmental Director - Kathy Gleason 
Tibbets 

National Elite Developmental Director - Bill Strauss 
National Judges Training Committee Chairman - Cheryl 
Wagner 

National Technical Committee Chairman - Jackie Fie (vote 
only In case of tie) 

B- Non-voting Members 

National J 0 A Q Program Secretary - Connie Maloney 
National Elite Program Secretary - Sandra Thielz 
Recording Secretary - Ruth Ann McBride (also R C from 
Reg. VII) 

C. Invited Guests 

Region II H C - Pat Guttormsen 

NAWGJ Director - Kilty Kjelson 

NAWGJ Treasurer - Betty Sroufe 

Elite Coaches Representative - Chic Johnson 

NAGWS/USGF Joint Committee Compulsory Routines 

Chmn. - Grete Treiber (afternoon only) 

II. Sections I, II, III, VIII, IX, and X from the 
April WTC Meeting were approved, with 
addition of the Class I Regional Meet 
being an approved method of qualifying 
to compete in the Elite Regional Com- 
petition (Section VIII, E, 1. a.) 

III. Report on the Championships of the USA 

A. Written Technical Reports have already appeared in the 
USGF Bulletin: therefore, discussion was not necessary. 

B. Bill Strauss commented that the meet organization was 
excellent for the coaches, competitors, and judges. It was 
suggested that for the future the Awards Ceremonies be 
expedited In a more meaningful way and that If possible the 
individual event awards be given immediately at the comple- 
tion of an event. 

IV. Elite Program 1977-78 

A. Report from the Elite Program Secretary, Sandy Thielz 

1 . Meet Referee of the Zone Meets is responsible to send a 


complete report to Sandra Thielz, Jackie Fie, Bill Strauss 
and Linda Chencinski and known National Meet Direc- 
tors, within 24 hours. This includes an official AA score 
sheet with qualifiers. 

2. Sandy Thielz will send a complete list of National Quali- 
fiers direct to the 8 RTD's and the known National Meet 
Directors. 

3. All these reports should be sent by certified mail, return 
receipt requested. 

4. National Qualifying meet Directors are responsible to 
send entry forms to RTD 's, prior to Zone Meets, to be dis- 
tributed at Zone Meets. 

5. Region I and II are having a problem with their Elite 
Coaching Personnel concerning communications and 
attendance. 

B. Report on Rrst Regional Fall Clinics was given by Bill Strauss. 
It was suggested that reports be more detailed conoerning 
coaching techniques and that E D D discuss their clinics as a 
group, so that they could share their knowledge. 

1 . Clinic reports are in from Regions t. III, VI, VII, and VIII. 

2, Clinic reports are stilt not in from Regions il. IV and V. 

C. The Format tor Elite National Meets was altered as follows: 

1. Three National Elite Qualifying Meets 

a. lA Compulsories - Thursday 

b. IB Optionals - Friday 

c. II Top Ten finalists in each Individual event 

d. Competitions lAand IB AA Total determine the top 12 
all around who will quality for USA Championships. 

2. USA Championships 

a. lA Compulsories - Thursday 

b. IB Optionals • Friday 

c. II Top 20 All Around from lA + IB to compete Saturday 
afternoon to determine National Team. 

d. Ill Top 6 Event Finals from competition lA + IB to com- 
pete in the evening on Saturday to determine individual 
event winners. 

e. Olympic scoring will be used for competition II & III: 
lA + IB + II (or III) = Total. 

D. Clarification of FIG Point Distribution was approved for use 
at Elite Meets for the 1 977-78 Season. (See attached sheet) 


PROPOSAL: Passed October 6, 1977 
Re: Redistribution of FIG Points in areas of Composition and 
Execution 

For: 1977-78 Elite Season 
From: Jackie Re, WTC Chairman 
Composition 

5.0 Points • Difficulty 3.0 

3 Superiors @ .6 each 

4 Mediums @ .3 each 

- Originality of all elements 0.30 

- Technical value of con- 
nections 0,30 

• Risk/Level of difficulty 0,50 

- Choice of elements (vari- 
ation of structure groups, 
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mount and dismount level 
of difficulty, repetition, 
series requirements, etc.) 0.50 

- Distribution: order of 

elements 0.20 

- Spadng/Piacement of 
elements In relation to 

use of apparatus or floor 0.20 

2.00 

TOTAL 

Execution 

5.0 - Execution, Amplitude, 

Rfiythm 4.00 

(deductions for specific 
and general faults-small, 
medium, and large errors) 

- General Impression 
(elegance, maturity, poise, 
personality, projection] 0.50 

• Virtuosity (ultimate in 
technique, amplitude and 
ease of execution) 0.20 

- General Rhythm 0.30 

TOTAL 


5.00 


10.00 


E. New Vaulting Regulations for the Elite Program are as 
follows: 

1 . At the 3 National Elite Qualifying Meets 

a. Gymnasts must execute 2 different vaults - the best 
score will count in the Prelims. 

b. Gymnasts must execute 2 different vaults and they will 
be averaged in the Finals. 

c. in Prelims and Finals the '4 on and !4 on are the same 
vault. The tuck and a pike are two different vaults. 

d. Vaults (f1,#3 throughS, ff12and#16wilibeeliminated. 

This is the same as last year except a hecht full ff2 is 
now allowed. 

NOTE FROM WTC CHMN.: 

e. For vault No, 22 and No. 24 flash number 22. 

For vault No. 23 and No. 25 flash number 23. 

For vault No. 26 and No. 27 flash number 26. 

2. The Championships of the USA 

a. Gymnast must execute two different vaults and they 
are averaged tor both the Prelims and the Finals, 

b. on and % on and luck and pike Tsukaharas are H. 
considered as one vault only for both Prelims and 
Finals. 

c- The same Code of Point numbered vaults will be elimi- 
nated from the Championships as for National Meets. I. 


d- For vault No. 22, 23, 24, 25 flash number 24. 


NOTE FROM WTC CHMN.: 



Vault Value Changes: 

# 

10.00 

To 

9.40 

Hecht 

For Elite Program 

#6 

9.40 

9.0 

Cartwheel - 'A 

1977-78 

#7 

10.00 

9.2 

Cartwheel - 'A 


«8 

10.00 

9.4 

Cartwheel - 


#12 

10.00 

9.4 

on off 





(compulsory 10.00) 


Vault ff19 is: Flandsprlng - ^V^ tucked or 
piked somersault forward 

F. The Bonus System was discussed and It was decided that 
further study is necessary before initiating this system. 

V The committee for further study was appointed. It in- 
cluded Vannie Edwards, Sharon Valley, Delene Darst, 
Patsy Wester, Don Peters. 

2. If proper refinements are made, ft was recommended that 


National Elite Qualifying Meet and the USA Champion- 
ships. (Copies of the refined Bonus System should be 
sent by Vinnie to the NEDD Committee and by Sharon to 
the WTC by March 15, 1978.) 

3. Results from the Bonus Point System of Judging may be 
used to assist selections for Senior Elite Training Camp. 
(The top 10 from the All Around results will definitely be 
selected for training camp, but additional worthy indi- 
viduals could be added from the Bonus point results.) 
When completed the Bonus System may be recom- 
mended for use In the evaluation of the Jr. Elite gymnasts. 

Reports on Elite National Qualifying Meets 

1 . 1 St National Qualifying Meet by Bill Strauss. Meet Director 
- Zone D. Regional VI. VII.. 

a. The meet would be held at East Stroudsburg State 
College which is 45 minutes from the Allentown Air- 
port, Transportation wili be provided from the airport 
and from the motet to the meet and for recreational 
activities. 

b. The number of judges wili be decided by the number of 
competitors, if there are several over 32, there will be 
4 sets (16 judges). 

c. All sessions wili be in the evening. 

d. AMF equipment will be provided. 

e. Sharon Vailey and Audrey Schweyer will draw the 
competitive order. 

I. Olympic order of rotation will be followed if 4 sets of 
judges are used. If 2 sets are used. Vault and Beam run 
simultaneously, then Bars and Floor. 

g. Coaches’ Symposium will be held on Saturday, before 
the Finals, 9:00 a.m, to 4:00 p.m, at the Floward Johnson 
Motor Lodge. 

h. Forerunners will be used to start the meet, prior to the 
opening ceremonies, provided Mr, Strauss can find 
suitable competitors for each event. 

(1) Judging Anaiysis Form will be filled out by the 
MeetjReferee for the first routine in each event. 

(2) Mr. Strauss will ask one coach to judge and fill out 
the form for the first routine in each event for use 
at the Symposium. 

2. 2nd National Qualifying Meet will be held in Lubbock, 
Texas - Zone C, Regions III and VIII. 

a. Kenny Vinyard will be the Site Director, 

b. Bill Valentine will be the Meet Director. 

3. 3rd National Qualifying Meet is to be held in Zone B, 
Regions IV and V. 

Tentative Meet Site: Louisville. Kentucky 
Tentative Meet Director: Cap Caudill 

Judging Assignments for the3 Elite Qualifying Meets and the 

USA Championships will be made from Groupings 1 , 2 and 

3A, with the judges from 1 and 2 being assigned to at least 

two meets. 

Elite Judges Maintenance Program - Groups I, fl. III, and 

IV audits. 

1. Attendance is required to at least 1 Regional or National 
Elite Compulsory Clinic for a judge to maintain her quali- 
fication to judge an Elite Meet. 

a. The Elite Coaches Symposium in Las Vegas and the 
Congress Eiite Compulsory Session fulfills the re- 
quirement. 

b. Dale Flansaas is an approved clinician for the Eiite 
Compulsories. 

c. A list of those judges attending each regional clinic 
will be sent to K. Kjeldsen (NAWGJ) by S. Thielz, 
Elite Program Secretary, 

d. Attendance will be taken by K. Kjeldsen at the Con- 
gress Eiite Compulsory Session. 

e. RTD's were asked to maintain a complete list of those 
judges in their region who have fulfilled these clinic 
requirements. 

2. Judges fulfilling the clinic requirement will be assigned to 
Eiite meets in the following order: 
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a. Group I - Brevet FIG 

b. Group II • FIG National 

c. Group 111 - USGF Elite Nationals who are currently 
NAGWS/USQF Nationally Certified 

d. Group III - USGF Elite Nationals who have attempted 
to certify 

e. Group IV - USGF Elite Audits who are currently 
NAGWS/USGF Nationally Certified, 

f. Group IV - USGF Elite Audits who have attempted to 
certify 

g. Group III, then Group IV USGF Elite (Audits) who have 
not attempted to certify 

3. Judges who are assigned to Elite and Junior Olympic 
Regional and National Meets are required to wear the pro- 
per NAWGJ uniform. 

4. Jackie Fie and Linda Chencinski were asked to present 
the idea to Mr. Bare that a Judges' Symposium for Group- 
ings 1 through 3 and possibly 4 be held in conjunction with 
the January Junior Elite Training and competition. 

a. Linda will check to see if funds are available forjudging 
staff and for on site expenses (room & board) for 
judges attending. 

b. Cheryl Wagner, in conjunction with the closest RTD, 
will organize the Symposium, if the proposed Sym- 
posium receives approval from USGF, 

c. NOTE FROM CHMN.: The December Junior Elite 
Training Is too early for the organization and possible 
fund assistance of a Symposium. 

J. Miscellaneous Elite Information 

1 . If a competitor receives above a 66.00 All Around Score in 
the 3rd Zone Qualifying Meet, she may choose to go di- 
rectly back into the Junior Olympic AgeGroup program at 
the Regional Level. RTD's must notify the meet director 

of this. 

2. In order for a gymnast to be reviewed for entry into the 
Zone Elite Qualifying Meet, she must attend the Regional 
Elite Clinic and be reviewed by the Regional Elite Board 
(minimum of two members present) by performing at least 
one exercise in each event, 

3. Junior Elites may qualify for the Third National Elite Quali- 
fying Meet provided they meet the requirements of 72.00 
AA in the Junior Elite Championship, March 1 977, 

V. Sections IV, V, VI. VII, XI. and XII of the 
April WTC minutes were approved. 

VI. A report was given on the 1977 Junior 
National Meet. 

A. From a competitor's stand point, it was a well run meet. 

B. From a financial stand point, tar too much money was spent. 

C. In the future it is suggested that better communication be 
established between the Meet Direclorand the Meet Referee. 

A comment was made that the USGF Executive Board is consi- 
dering the hiring of a meet organization person. 

VII. A report was given on the 1977 Senior 
National Meet. 

A. Oelene Darst's written report has already been printed in the 
USGF Bulletin, 

B. This meet was extremely well organized and even with 1 86 
competitors the meet was never more than45minutes behind 
schedule. 

C. In the future, ail Head Judgesfor both EliteNationaland Junior 
Olympic National Meets must send an overview of their event 
to the Meet Referee. She will compile a report for the USGF 
Newsletter with a copy to Jackie Fie, WTC Chairman. 

D. It Is said the responsibility of the Meet Director and equip- 
ment companies to provide sale and properly set up 
apparatus 


VIII. Junior Olympic Age Group Program 
1977-78 

A. Connie Maloney reported that shehascompletedtherevision 
of the Junior Olympic Age Group Competitive Rules and 
Policies and that she is now beginning to work on the revision 
of the Competition Manual. 

B. Recommendations from the Regional Junior Olympic Age 
Group Developmental Directors' Committee that were pas- 
sed by the WTC. 

1 . Names for the Meets 

a. USGF Junior Olympic Slate Championship: 

9-11 Age Division 
12 - 14 Age Division 
15 and up Age Division 

b. USGF Junior Olympic Regional Championships. 

same age divisions 

c. USGF Junior Olympic Eastern Championships, 

12-14 Age Division 
1 5 and up Age Division 

d. USGF Junior Olympic National Championships: 

12-14 Age Division 
1 5 and Up Age Division 

2. Review of Format for USGF Junior Olympic National 
Championships 

a. 12-14 years old 

Top 20 from the East and top 20 from the West will 
compete. 

b. 15 and up 

Top 20 from the East and top 20 from the West will 
compete. 

c. Policy Change: Team awards for the Junior Olympic 
National Championships will be determined by taking 
the lop 3 scores in each event (8) from either age divi- 
sion for a combined team championship, 

d. Order of competition: 

(1 ) 12-14 year old division will compete first on com- 
pulsory day and second on optional day. 

(2) 15 and up age division will compete second on 
compulsory day and first on optional day. 

(3) The top 20 1 2-1 4 year olds and the top 20 1 5 year 
olds and up will compete in the Finals - Com- 
petition II. 

(a) They will remain in age group squads. 

(b) If a team has more than one competitor in an 
age division, they will be placed in the same 
squad. 

e. Awards 

(1 ) Competition lA is compulsones and will be held on 
Thursday. 

Competition IB is opiionals and will be held on 
Friday. Competition II Is All Around Finals and 
Individual Event Finals for the top 20 and will be 
held on Saturday evening. 

^ ig Total that will determine Individual 
— II = Evert winners as well as the All 
‘ Around winners. 

(2) All gymnasts receiving a 68.8 All Around will re- 
ceive a top patch or certificate. 

(3) Top 6 All Around and top 6 Event finalists Will re- 
ceive awards in each age group. 

3. Format for USGF Junior Olympic Eastern and Western 
Championships 

a. lA -> IB ll= TofallhalwilldeterminelndividualEvent 

2 Placement as well as All Around Place- 

ment (for lop 36 gymnasts) 

b. Awards 

(1) All gymnasts receiving a 68.8 All Around will re- 
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ceive a patch or certificate. 

(2) Top ten All Around and top ten Event places will 
receive awards, with thetop6awardsdlfferentlaled 
from 7 through 1 0. 

4. Junior Olympic East/West Championships Clinic 

a. Will be during the day of the Competition 11. 

b. Clinicians will be chosen from those attending the 
meet by the Meet Director and Meet Referee, 

c. This will be a coaches' clinic, not for the competitors. 

d. There will be no charge. 

5. Junior Olympic Regional Clinic 

a. Will be held at the same time and same site as the 
Regional Championships. 

b. Utilize the REED as a consultant for selecting staff. 

c. Review all 4 events, lecture and/or participation of all 
competitors who qualified to go on to Nationals. 

d. Clinic Fee 

(1 ) S5.00 will be paid in advance and included as a 
part of the meet fee. 

(2) For those participating (not observing) an addi- 
tional $5.00 will be paid the day of the clinic. 

6. The NJOAGD Committee requests that a member of their 
committee be permitted to set in on Ithe NAGWS/USGF 
compulsory committee meetings, planning and evaluation. 

C. Class II 

1. The WTC has granted permission for Class II Regional 
Championships to be organized, The specific require- 
ments would be outlined by each Regional Executive 
Board. The NJOAGD Committee suggested taking the top 
3 competitors from each age group af each state meet. 
It was suggested that team awards follow the USGF 
Format. 

2. At this time it was recommended that Class II B divisions 
are unnecessary as a national directive, but if desirable 
may be handled on a slate and regidnal level. 

D. Vault Regulations: New Point values to be assigned to the 
following for the 1 977-78 season. 

From 

9.40 
9.00 
9.20 

9.40 

9.40 


10.00 

9.40 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10,00 

9.40 

9.40 


Hecht 

Cartwheel - 14 
Cartwheel - 
Cartwheel - 14 
14 on - '/4 off 
Yami - 'h 
Handspring - 'h 
Vi on - Handspring 


IX. Cheryl Wagner gave her Judges’ Train- 
ing Committee Report and handed out 
her Judges Course Outline. The com- 
mittee was extremely grateful for the 
work that Cheryl has put into this most 
needed project. 

A. Cheryl reminded us that all Judges' Training courses should 
be sanctioned. 

B. Cheryl recommended that the Judges Course Outline be 
printed by the USGF in a loose leaf binder form. 

X. Jackie Fie was asked to inform the Certi- 
fication Committee of the immediate 
necessity to re-evaluate the practical 
exam according to the new point values 
and the written exam according to the 
clarification of 10 Point Judging Formula. 
The exam will not be changed until writ- 
ten notification is given by the Certifi- 
cation Committee. 
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m®dern Lines 


SPECIALTY ITEMS FOR THE GYMNAST 
P.O. BOX 963 CLARK. NEW JERSEY 
(201)381-6644 



GYMNASTIC Sr’ECIAUTIES 


A DIVISION OF MODERN LINES INC. 
VISIT OUR CHALK UP SHOPS LOCATED AT 

Chalk Up Shop 
932 South Arthur Ave. 

Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005 

Chalk Up Shop/Modern Lines, Inc. 

1 1 Westfield Ave, 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 


Chalk Up Shop (Branch Office only) 

P.O. Box 435 

Twin Lakes, Wisconsin 53181 

Write for free brochure to: 

Modern Lines, P.O. Box 953, Clark, N,J. 07066 



CHALK UrsHOe 


VISIT THE Chalk Up Shop 
-211 ELMER ST. WESTFIELD, N.J. 07000 
FOR GYMNASTIC SPECIALTIES 
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XI. Greta Treiber reported that the first drafts 
of the 1 980-84 Junior Olympic Age Group 
compulsories have been finished by their 
authors. They will now be distributed to 
clubs, high schools, YMCA’s, etc. for 
evaluation. 


Region 3 

Kathy Stacey Elite Nat'l 
Elaine Thompson Elite Natl 
Laurann Rogers Elite Nat'l 
Mary Ann Mahoney Elite Nat'l 
Joanne FIG Nat'l 

Aschenbrenner 


The meeting was adjourned at 5:04 p.m. 

NOTE: 1 . The Junior Olympic Group Rules and Policies is now 
available from the USGF, Box 12713, Tucson, 
Arizona 85711 for $2.00 

2. The USGF Supplement for M and S Difficulties is 
available from USGF for $1.00. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ruth Ann McBride, Recording Secretary 
Jackie K. Fie, WTO Chairman 


Judges attending the Elite clinic at 

1977 Congress of Coaches 


Memphis, Tenn. 

Region 1 

Region 2 

Joanne Pasquale 

Brevet 

Laurel Tindall Nat'l 

Neela Nelson 

Elite Audit 

June Morlan Nat'l 

Norma Hammer 

Elite Nat'l 


Connie Maloney 

Elite Audit 



Region 4 

Mary McLellan Elite Nat'l 

Judy Shalk Elite Nat'l 

Linda Reran Elite Nat'l 

Carole Reisdorff Nat'l 

Region 5 

"iTvonne Hodge Elite Nat'l 

Gordon Sroufe Nat'l 

Betty Sroufe Elite Nat'l 

Erna Wachtel Brevet 

Crete Treiber Brevet 

Carole Leidtke FIG Nat'l 

Region 6 

Lois Carson Elite Nat'l 

Kitty Kjeldsen FIG Nat'l 

Kathy Quigg Elite Nat1 

Diane Datilio Associate 

Sandy Curtis Nat'l 

Pat Panichas Nat'l 

Cindy Sielski Regional 

Joan Hicks Nat'l 

Marilyn Schnaars Elite Nat'l 


Region 7 


Sandy Thielz 

FIG Nat1 

Jean Weber 

Regional 

Kathy Feigley 

Nat'l 

Pat Pyle 

Regional 

Sue Ammerman 

Elite Nat'l 

Renee Nicholay 

Slate 

Bobby Robbins 

Nat'l 

Jennifer Spering 

Nan 

Carole Ide 

Elite Nat'l 

Cheryl Hamiltin 

Nat'l 

Peggy Bidder (7) 

Associate 

Jackie Bier 

Nan 

Pat Frew (7) 

Regional 

Phyllis Cooper 

Nat'l 

Ernie Weaver 

Brevet 

(?) - names hard to read 

Region 8 

Donna Stuart 

Elite Nat'l 

Sharon Brown 

State 

Hoylene Noble 

Elite Nat'l 

Joan Johnson 

Elite Audit 

Lydia Taylor 

Elite Nat1 

Jackie Archer 

Elite Audit 

Judy Crabtree 

Elite Nat'l 

Marian Dykes 

Nat'l 

Quest: 

Mildred Kruger 

Brevet 


from South Africa 


★ new gymnastics releases from “KIMBO” 



A Ballet Class For Dancers 

and Gymnasts . . 

with music by Gershwin 

. Cf^orBogrephy by — 

Gertrude Hallanbeck 
Pianist and Arranger — 

Dennis Buck 


Obiective: To introduce a compleie 
technical ballet class of barre and centre 
arranged to an enchanting collection of 
Gershwin tunes. 

Focus.' A manual accompanies this LPand 
is divided into two sections — a ballet 
section and a section written with the 
gymnast in mind, it includes emphasis on 
body placement, amplitude and elasticity, 
body waves, balance combinations, turns, 
leaps, and refinement of feet and arms. 
LP & Manual 

KIM 3005 S8.93 



Music For Modern 
Rhythmic Gymnastics 

By Monika Volkmann 
Grades 4-12, College 
Obiective: To supply musical accompani- 
ment of high quality and suggestions for 
the composition of routines forall levels— 
beginner, intermediate, advanced. 

Focus: Music, exercises and suggestions 
have been compiled for the composition of 
individual routines and group exercises. 
This may be used for the purpose of class 
instruction, demonstrations or competi- 
tion. Changes of rhythm are on every 
band, and elements of difficulty are 
specified. Selections include excerpts 
from Chatanooga Choo Choo, Chopin 
Etudes. Uephisto Waltz, Navarra by 
Albeniz, The Entertainer, arid more. 

LP & Manual 

KIM 4033 S8.95 



Dynamic Floor 
Exercise Music 

With Suggestions lor Choreography 
By Melinda Airharl 
High Schools — College 
Obiective: To develop agility, body coor- 
dination and rhythm while mastering skills 
in floor exercise choreography. 

Focus: To teach the elemenK of a well 
choreographed floor exercise routine 
leaps, turns, body waves and contractions, 
change of level, flexibility, skills, front and 
back tumbling and original dance 
movements. LP contains three bands of 
cued instructions: balance is inirumental. 
LP S Manual 

KIM 4026 S8.95 


For additional floor exercise and gymnastic albums and manuals write today for your free 1977-78 catalog. 

KIMBO EDUCATIONAL 86 So. 5th Ave., Box 477, Long Branch, N.J. 07740 
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Till 


BAIUMjONA 

IMTIMTONAL 


Report by; 
Don Peters 


"U SA. vs U.S.S.R.". Even though ten 
nations were represented in the sixth ah- 
nua( Baroelona Invitational, it turned out to 
be a battle between the Russian and Ameri- 
can entries in both the men's and women's 
competition. In the women's competition, 
14 year old Leslie Russo from the Con- 
necticut Gymnastics Team placed second 
in the All Around to the Russian entry 
Galina Gluschenco, also age 1 4. It was a 
close competition with Gluschenco placing 
first on vault with a very nice handspring 
front - followed by Russo with a good 
lucked Tsukahara. Third place went to 
Katalin Ujszigeti of Hungary who also used 
the Tsukahara In tuck. 

On the uneven parallel bars, Leslie Russo 
turned in an excellent performance of a 
very difficult routine using sloop circle to 
handstand, uprise free hip, tree hip, back 
staldershoot to handstand and a high toe 
on front over the low bar to win the event 


with a score of 9.55. Galina Gluschenco 
placed second with a very good set but did 
what I believed to be an illegal dismount 
and did not receive a deduction (score 
9.50). She did a squal-on to the high bar 
with at least a two second pause, then 
jumped from her feet and executed a 
lucked gainer over the low bar, Sharon 
Webber, the U.S.A. judge, made a valiant 
effort to have the dismount declared illegal, 
but did not succeed and went out as low 
score on the routine. Sharon did succeed in 
having the Hungarian girl's dismount de- 
clared illegal. She did a squat-on, then 
stood all the way up to a stand on the high 
bar. then bent her knees, jumped, and did a 
tucked front with a full twist over the low bar! 
Maybe the Russians and Hungarians have 
a different rule book? Third place went to 
Anca Grigoras of Romania for a well exe- 
cuted but not very difficult routine. 

The balance beam, normally one of 


Leslie Russo's best events, turned out to be 
her downfall in this competition. A fall on her 
step-on aerial mount marred an otherwise 
back somersault, flip flop, flip flop, and a 
layout full dismount. Score 8.95. Gluschen- 
co won the event with a somewhat shaky 
routine scoring 9.30 and picking up .35 on 
Russo in the All Around. Second place went 
to Aurora Morata of Spain with a solid 9.20 
performance followed by Sosin Malgorzata 
of Poland and Anca Grigoras of Romania, 
both scoring 9.10, 

Floor Exercise was again a contest be- 
tween Russo and Gluschenco. Leslie turn- 
ed in an elegant performance with strong 
tumbling, round-off flip flop double twist, 
round-off flip flop whipback flip flop full, and 
round-off flip flop full, for a 9.40. Gluschen- 
co left out the "hairy" double back that she 
had done in warmups in order to protect her 
All Around lead but still managed a 9.50 to 
win the event 

In the men's competition, Kurt Thomas of 
the U.S.A. turned in one of the finest All 
Around performances that 1 have ever 
witnessed. He started by winning the floor 
exercise with a 9.45 performance that 
included a strong double back, arablan 1 
and a good double twist dismount The 
highlight of the routine, however was his 
straddle scissor break combination out of 
double leg circles to splits. After floor exer- 
cise, Kurt held a .2 lead over the Russian 
entry, Sergi Sizhanov (9.25) with Aureiian 
Georgescuof Romania in third with a 9.15. 

On the pommel horse, Kurt gained .5 on 
Sizhanov with a truly world class 9.55 
performance, working well behind his back 
and displaying a very unique scissor break 
combination that drew gasps from the 
crowd. Second place went to Michel Bou- 
lard, the French Donnie Osmond look- 
alike. who swung a very nice routine lor a 
9.20. 

Still Rings went to Kurt with a 9.30 
followed closely by Sizhanov with a 9.20 
and Kovacs of Hungary with a 9.10. Kurt 
also went on to win the parallel bars (9.40) 
and high bar (9.50) to top the All Around 
with an impressive 56.55 total, more than a 
full point ahead of his closest rival. The only 
event that Kurt managed to lose was the 
long horse vault, and he lost that event by 
only five hundredths of a point. Kurt did a 
nice Tsukahara full (9.35) and Sizhanov did 
an outstanding handspring front for a 9.40. 

Without being overly optimistic, I can say 
that Kurt Thomas has arrived on the Inter- 
national scene and is ready to make his 
presence tell at the topof men 'sgymnastics. 


All-Around Results 


Galina Gluschenco 
Leslie Russo 
Anca Grigoras 
Aurora Morata 
Sosin Malgorzata 
Katalin Ujszijeti 
Josefina Gomariz 
Pascale Jaillet 


USSR 

USA 

Romania 

Spain 

Poland 

Hungary 

Spain 

France 


37,95 

37.15 

36.50 

36.35 

36.30 

36.25 

35.10 

34.85 
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Supplier 
to the 1976 


You can buy the same quality 
Gymnastic Equipment we furnished 
for the 1976 Olympics in Montreal 


Nissen has only one quality. The equipment 
used at the 1976 Olympics is exactly the same as we 
furnish to thousands of schools and colleges in the 
United States each year. It’s also the same equip- 
ment used for NCAA, USGF, AAU and Junior Col- 
lege championships and countless high school gym- 
nastic meets. For official competition or physical 
education programs, wherever high performance 
and reliability are required, you’ll find Nissen. 

Write for our colorful new catalog. 


I I 

YES. I want to receive your latest gymnasium equipment 
catalog. 


School or Organization . 


Kl mm 


IK] 


THE RELIABLE ONES 

Box 1270, Cedar Rapids. Iowa 52406 

Phone 319/365-7561 
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Pictured Irom left to right are Tom Gibbs. Kurt Thomas, Roger Counsil, Leslie Russo, 
Don Peters and Sharon Weber. 


Joaquin Blume 
Invitational 
Gymnastics Meet 

October 12, 1977 
Barcelona, Spain 

byTomGibbs 

The entire trip was well planned, organ- 
ized and very cordially administered. After a 
long flight on TWA from JFK in New York, 
Tom and Jean Gibbs, along with Don Peters, 
Leslie Russo and Sharon Weber, were met 
at the airport in Barcelonaon October 9th by 
Juan de la Stera, President of the Cataluna 
Gymnastics Federation where we were 
taken by taxi to the Hotel Cristal. A very tired 
Roger Council and Kurt Thomas were met 
again by Juan de la Stera on Monday 
morning after leaving the Coaohes' Con- 
gress in Memphis. 

The accommodations at the hotel proved 
to be more than adequate. Although the 
rooms were small and without much of a 
view, the hospitality and service wasalways 
excellent. With the exception of a few 
excursions away from the hotel for shopping 
and the banquet following the competition, 
we ate all our meals at the hotel. The food 
was always well prepared and very meti- 
culously served. The Spanish should be 
complimented on the pride and care they 
take in serving their patrons. Once we over- 
came our language problems, thanks to the 
great patience of the maitre d's, our meals 
turned out to be very different but enjoyable. 

Sunday morning included a workout forall 
those gymnasts that had arrived for the 
competition. In the afternoon we were able 
to lake in the bullfights. They proved to bean 
exciting cultural experience for us all. On 
Monday morning the entire group was taken 
by bus tothechurchoftheSagradoCorazon 
overlooking scenic Barcelona. On Tuesday 


morning the entire group of gymnasts, 
coaches and officials was again taken by 
bus to the Codorniuchampagne distillery on 
the picluresqueoutskirtsof Barcelona. Here 
we were given a tour of the entire distillery 
followed by a buffet luncheon. At this time it 
was announced that the winner of the men's 
competition would receive a bottle of cham- 
pagne. As it turned out Kurt Thomas, along 
with his other awards, received an eight litre 
bottle of Codorniu champagne. All of us on 
the lour received a gift box containing a 
bottle of champagne with a light fixture and 
shade to convert to a lamp after finishing the 
champagne. Wednesday morning included 
a tour of city hall with its beautiful architec- 
ture and frescos, 

Preparations for the competition ap- 
peared exceilenl. There was ample time for 
the athletes to workout at the Palace of 
Municipal Sports prior to the competition. 
The apparatus and landing mats appeared 
satisfactory. OnTuesdayeveninga meeting 
washeldintheconference room of the Hotel 
Cristal to welcome all the participants, 
coaches and officials and to review the 
formal and procedures tor the competition. 
After ageneral session, the menand women 
officials broke off into separate groups to 
discuss various technical aspects to the 
Code of Points, Iheclosed system scoring to 
be used, as well as the order of competition 
for individual Competitors, At this meeting 
travel bags with the Cataluna insignia were 
given to all the gymnasts, coaches and 
ludges. The men's meeting ran smoothly, 
thanks to the excellent translation of Jack 
Gunthard. The competition also ran 
smoothly and the caliber of work was high. 
Although the audience was smaller than 
expected (about 2000), they were very 
warm and responsive to the competitors. 
This politeness showed in the fact that most 
of the audience remained for the awards 
presentation following the competition. 

A banquet was held by the Cataluna 
Gymnastics Federation following the com- 


petition. It was an excellent three-course 
meal with sausage and quail for the entree, 
accented by champagne Irom the Codorniu 
distillery. Cognac was served as an after- 
dinner cordial, while the group exchanged 
pins from their respective countries and 
federations. The Spanish Federation was 
most gracious with its gilts. We all received 
lovely books on the city of Barcelona, a 
beautiful commemorative medal from the 
competition, a pin, along with other small 
gifts, such as pens and wallets. 

The follcwing Is a list of observations of this 
competition and my recommendations for 
future international matches: 
Observations 

1. Kurt Thomas was Clearly the class gym- 
nast of the meet. However, the scores 
were much closer between he and Ser- 
gei Sizhanov of the U.S.S.R. than perfor- 
mances would indicate. Thomas per- 
formed well; he really had to in order to 
win. Sizhanov is a well-schooled, well- 
drilled gymnast. Were it not for his rather 
slock pommel horse routine and lack of 
strength move on rings, the score be- 
tween he and Thomas might well have 
been closer. It is interesting to note that 
Kurt Thomas is presently our top gym- 
nast while Sizhanov, I am quite certain, 
is junior in the Soviet Union. 

2. Strong performances were also turned 
in by Ronnerburg of East Germany, 
Georgescu of Rumania and Schmid of 
Switzerland. Each had one or two events 
where they lacked the necessary ele- 
ments in difficulty. 

3. With the closed system of judging it was 
difficult always to determine how my 
score appeared in relation to the other 
officials. Perhapsinsome respects this Is 
belter. However, at the conclusion of the 
competition I received a copy of the 
average scores only. When there were 
conferences, and fortunately there were 
only a few, it seemed obvious that as 
officials we were not counting the same 
difficulty nor awarding bonus points on 
the same basis. 

4. Interestingly the last performance on 
horizontal bar caused the biggest fervor 
of the meet. Rumanian gymnast, Qeor- 
gescu, scored what appeared an 8.85 on 
horizontal bar. My score was 8.8, Ka- 
minski of East Germany scored 8.9, 
Rocques of France scored an 8.7 and 
Stocia, the Rumanian judge scored 
Georgescu at 9.3. However, with thehigh 
and low scores being thrown out, the 
average score was valid. The Rumanian 
judge asked for a conference and what 
took place next was like the Tower of 
Babel. Communication during the con- 
ference was very difficult because none 
of us spoke a common language. The 
woman delegated to handle the trans- 
lating by the Spanish Federation was not 
forceful and therefore did not take 
command of the situation. 

Conimuea on page 37 
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Keep up with 
the leaders 


QUALITY SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 



#121 UNEVEN BAR 


#134VAULTING HORSE 


#136 HORIZONTAL BAR 



# 108 VINYL PADDED LOW BEAM #141 CHALK STAND 


# 111 VINYL PADDED BEAM 



Spicth -Anderson 



BOX 40. ORILLIA, ONTARIO, CANADA L3V 6H9 TELEPHONE 706/326-2274 TELEX 06-875667 
WAREHOUSES IN U.S. A. AND CANADA 











Japanese Junior tnvitationa) 


BY MARGIE WEISS 

On Sept. 6, Stephanie Willim, Kari Lewis 
and I ended what was lor us the most 
thrilling and productive tour we have ever 
been on. 

The Japanese Junior Invitational 
Competition brought top gymnasts from 8 
countries— 4 western nations and 4 
communist ones. Two girls from each 
country, except Japan, who had 4 
representatives, constituted the 
contingencies. 

We arrived in Japan's Tokyo Airport, 
proceeded to the Imperial Palace Hotel, 
which was to be our "home" for 6 days. 
Even before we left Los Angeles, I realized I 
had two talkative, vivacious and active 
gymnasts. With the first traihing day, many 
things were apparent. Pirst, our girls were 
not only trim, petite, neat, and pert, but they 

We worked out efficiently and 
boldly and had the other 
countries looking right away. 


were solid on all four events, as well. We 
worked out efficiently and boldly and had 
the other countries looking right away. With 
gymnasts from the Communist countries 
here who had already been selected as 
members of their World Games Team tor 
1978, we and they were sizing up each 
other. Ungureanu was here as a 
demonstrator — a bit heavy and not in top 
form. 

The first competition was held in Tokyo's 
Olympic gymnastic stadium. With much 
fanfare and typical Japanese ceremony, 
the teams entered, flags held high. The 
equipment was excellent, except the 
reutherboards, which were dead. The first 
night was the all-around competition. Both 


Both Steph and Kari performed 
extremely well, . . . 


steph and Kari performed extremely well, 
with only one slight miss on Kari's bar 
dismount. CBS Sports Spectacular was in 
the arena, complete with interview 
arrangements, in the all-around 
competition, judging was a bit uneven, with 
the Communist countries getting the 
benefit of about .15 advantage in scoring. 
Despite this, Stephanie came in a close 
second to Rumania's Christina Itu, 1 5. itu— 
38.55, Willim— 38.35, lonas (USSR)— 
38.25. Kari came in 8th of the 1 8 gymnasts. 


scoring 37.35. There was a press 
conference after the competition. Everyone 
was presented with Happi coals, and, of 
course, Stephanie wore here silver 
medal— from her first international 
competition— with pride. The Olympic gym 
was almost full. The Japanese are avid 
fans. To add to the festivity, Vera Caslavska 
of Czechoslovakia was on hand to 
comment on routines for the press, Winner 
of the Olympics in Tokyo, she had many 
fans returning to visit. After the event there 
was a one-hour coverage, with all of 
Stephanie's routines shown. 

In the Individual events, the judging was 
more political in free-x and beam, but the 
U.S. came through with flying colors and 
even a national anthem! Stephanie placed 
first in the unevens with a 9.8, and second in 
free-x with a 9.75. 

The next day provided shopping and 
sightseeing of the major points of interest in 
Japan. Always, the Japan gymnastic 
association members were on handle help, 
with an interpreter who spoke 1 0 languages! 
The Japanese are incredible hosts thinking 
of just EVERYTHING that would be needed 
in all situations, We were treated royally. 

From Tokyo, we took the fast "bullet 
train" to Osaka in southern Japan. The 
competition here was exactly the same as 
in Tokyo, with two nights. Routines were 
better here. The Russian Agapova won 
here, with 8.95. Stephanie again came 
through with a 38.65. In reviewing the two, 
Stephanie's routines were clearly the 
better, with better style, technique, and 
much tougher skill level, but politics 
reigned. Kari came in 10th, with a 37.20, 
With one slip on the floor, Kari's routines 
here looked much better, scoring a 9.5 on 
bars and 9.6 on the beam. 

At this level of routines. It is easy to see 
exactly where each .1 comes off. In Tokyo, 
the Russian had a .4 body break on beam 
and still received a 9.75! In the individual 
events, Stephanie came in second by .05 
on bars, 4th on beam and free-x, also by 
.05! 


Very pleased with the results 
of all four competitions, and 
very proud of our American 
effort, . . . 


Very pleased with the results of all four 
competitions, and very proud of our 
American effort, we went to the farewell 
party to receive a beautiful pendant, 
especially inscribed with the flags of the 
competing nations, as well as a picture of a 


gymnast on it. It was an exquisite gift. 

On Monday, we took the train to Hakone, 
a resort town high in the mountains near Mt. 
Fugi, where there are hot springs. The ride, 
including a boat ride, was lovely with 
gorgeous scenery. In the resort hotel, we 
were fascinated by the outdoor swimming 
pool, fed by the springs, that was SO hot 
you had toget out in a short time. It was very 
relaxing and pleasant. We all had a 
Japanese dinner, where the entire group 
dressed in kimonas and ate traditional 
sukiyaki (Japanese steak) cooked for us at 
our tables. 

We drove back to Tokyo on Tuesday for 
the 34-hour plane trip home. Tired but 
extremely pleased that the US is now 
accepted as one of the powers that can and 
will dominate gymnastics on the 
international scene, we bid farewell to the 
Japanese who had so graciously and 
lavishly given us an unforgetable 
experience of their country, tradition, and 
competition. 


As for the gymnasts 
assembled, the Russians were 
a strong team; . . . 


As for the gymnasts assembled, the 
Russians were a strong team; both girls 
used double fulls on floor and had an 
interesting choreography. The Rumanians 
had skill, but lacked a bit of flair in their work. 
The Czechoslovakian girls included a 
double back In free-x and handspring- 
front vault, as well as a flip-flop-tuck on 
beam. The Hungarians had Interesting 
beam - with 3flip flops In one girl's routine in 
a row. One used a free-hip-stalder shoot to 
handstand - free hip - sole circle - back 
dismount. The level of the competition was 
super, as Is indicated by the scores. The 
Russian coach was particularly Impressed 
with Stephanie, especially as she had 
defeated top Rumanian and Russians 
during the trip. 

I would like to thank the USGF for 
allowing us to make this trip. As a 
contingency, I hope we represented the 
United States well and aided in the total 
effort to prove that our gymnasts are tops 
internationally. I would also like to thank 
Kari and Stephanieforthe fantastic job they 
did — hitting routines cold every lime, 
presenting themselves as poised young 
ladies, and being the most coachable 
gymnasts a coach could ever hope for. 

Con/inued on page 35 
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World Gomes 


Men 

Report* 

Sofia, Bulgaria 
by Karl Schwenzfeier 


TRAINING CAMP 

The one week training camp held at Penn 
State more than adequately accomplished 
its purpose— to provide a final check on the 
conditioning of all and to select the 
traveling squad of five. The top eight from 
the USGF's and two petition cases were 
invited. Only eight gymnasts attended as 
Tom Weeden and Wayne Young self- 
eliminated prior to the Sunday arrival dale. 
Monday and Tuesday were spent In 
general workout sessions in order to 
familiarize all with the gym environment and 
fine-tune their optional routines. 
Unfortunately, Peter Kormann experienced 
hesitation or balking tendencies in his 
backward tumbling skills during this entire 
time period. This mentally annoyed him to 
the point that he was unable to participate 
in the simulated competitions on 
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Wednesday and Thursday. All others were 
able to comply in an outstanding manner 
and, In fact, all performed better than I had 
ever seen in the past. The routines were 
Independently judged and later critiqued by 
Mr. Wettstone, Mr. Allen (Manager- 
Assistant Coach) and myself (Coach). 


The scores were used as only 
one factor in the decision- 
making process. 


These scores were used as only onefactor 
in the decision-making process. Some 
other factors were original trial placement, 
team strengths/weaknesses, medal 
potential, etc. All understood a four man 
team and an alternate would be named on 
Friday morning. The following list is the 
placement decided upon: 

t . Kurt Thomas • originally 1 st, 

Super condition 

2. Bart Conner - petitioned. 

Great shape and consistent 

3. Gene Whelan - originally 2nd, 

Great shape and consistent 

4. Ron Galimore • originally 3rd, 

Great shape and consistent 

5. Mike Carter - originally 5th, 
Excellent shape and consistent 

6. Mike Wilson - originally 6th (tie), 
Excellent shape and consistent 

7. Larry Gerard - originally 6th (tie). 
Excellent shape, but less consistent 

Although Peter was originally 4th it was 
felt he was not ready for an international 
competition at this time. It was literally a 
toss-up in regard to demonstrated skills 
between Carter and Wilson. Because 
Carter had sighificantly upgraded his 
routihes since May and had placed higher 
in the original trials, he was selected as the 
alternate. 

Friday was treated as a light workout day 
and Saturday as a full workout situation. On 
Sunday we departed. 

COMPETITION I 

The entire American contingent was 
subjected to I.D. card delays, and this 
caused the men's team to be denied the 
opportunity to practice at the actual 
competition site. We did get one good and 
one light workout at an excellent practice 
gym. but the apparatus was only similar— 
not a duplicate of the competition site. In 
addition, the warm-up area at the 
competition site only provided for 3 events. 
The other 3 (rings, vault and horizontal bar) 
were available to all competitors in each 


session (6 teams) for only 1 0 minutes prior 
to competing. This was definitely 
inadequate and only added to the pressure 
already on the gymnasts. However, all of 
this was nothing compared to what I believe 
to be the worst internationai judging set-up 
I've ever seen. Of the 30 judges assigned to 
the meet t8 were from Bulgaria. This 
amounted to 3 Bulgarians out of 5 on each 
event. Needless to say, this resulted in the 
home team unbelievably jumping from last 
(1 2th) place at theOlympics just last year to 
4th place In this meet. A similar judging 
situation and resuitant phenomena 
occurred during the women's meet. 


I felt our team did their job as 
we had expected. 


ABSOLUTELY RIDICULOUSI i felt our 
team did their job as we had expected. 
Thomas hit all 6 routines, as did Whelan. 
Conner hit 5, missing only the last loop on 
his pommel horse dismount. Galimore had 
a rough all around hitting only 3 of 6, but did 
come through beautifully where we had 
hoped he would— vaulting. In fact, he tied 
Markelov for 1 st place with a 9.6 Tsukahara 
lay-out. We were all thrilled for him and his 
prospects in the finals. It should be pointed 
out had China not chosen this meet to enter 
international competition for the first time, 
and the Bulgarian situation had not 
occurred, this team would have taken the 
Bronze medal behind Russia and Japan, in 
accomplishing 5th place we had passed 
several teams who had placed ahead of us 
at the Olympics. The Chinese are definitely 
on a par with the Russians and Japanese 
and we have a way to go to compare 


Nevertheless, I believe this is 
our highest placement in a 
“world" type since 1960 and 
definitely left the impression 
of continuing upward 
momentum. 


favorably with all three. Nevertheless, I 
believe this is our highest placement in a 
"world " type meet since 1 960 and definitely 
left the impression of continuing upward 
momentum. 

COMPETITION It 

Our allowable top 3 In this competition all 
easily made the cut oft. Thomas had placed 


7th behind 3 Russians, 1 Japanese and 2 
Chinese. This was no small task con- 
sidering the overall scoring situation. 
Conner entered in 1 7th and Whelan in22nd 
placements. In fairness to the latter two, we 
had planned to push Thomas in the All 
Around and had sent him up last on every 
event in the team working order with the 
exception of Vaulting where we highlighted 
Galimore. Thomas hit 5 events almost 
maximally, but did have a horrendous time 
on parallel bars. He sat on the bars on his 
mount, fell off on the Diamodov and landed 
short on his double back. This permitted 
one Japanese and one Chinese performer 
to pass him (9th place). Conner broke on 
horizontal bar and Whelan on floor 
exercise, but nevertheless finished 17th 
and tfith respectively out of 36. 

COMPETITION III 

Thomas had qualified for the finals in 
Floor Exercise in last (6thj place and was 
named as alternate on Pommel Horse, 


Had it not been for the 
Bulgarian judging situation he 
would have made all four 
events. 


Parallel Bars and Horizontal Bar. Had it not 
been for the Bulgarian judging situation he 
would have made all four events. How he is 
continually denied finals on the Pommel 
Horse I shall never understand. He 
mounted with a perfect double back and 
"nailed" the rest of the routine, and we were 
all proud to note he received the highest 
score of the night. Unfortunately, it was not 
enough to move him up to a medal. 
Galimore received a draw after Markelov 
so all looked good tor a charge at a medal. 
Markelov received a 9.7 and 9.6 for his two 
vaults— a full twisting Tsukahara and a 
Barani Out. Both were adequate, but not 
superb. Galimore countered with a 
Tsukahara that unfortunately resulted in a 
considerable overturn and heel followed by 
seat drop type landing. It garnered only a 
9.4 (remarkable at that) but dropped him 
out of medal contention. So dose and yet 
so far! 

CONCLUSIONS 

Bulgaria was definitely a hostile 
environment at times both on and off the 
floor. We are still not able todisplay enough 
superior gymnastics to overcome this kind 
of situation and consequently make it 
impossible for others to deny us, but we 
were as close to doing just that as ever in 
the recent past. 
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USAIGC 

Membership Report 

1977 

The 1977 year has drawn to its 
conclusion with the advent of the 1977 
USQF CONGRESS and the USAIGC 
Annual Membership Meeting in Memphis, 
Tennessee.lt has been the desire of Mr. Ed 
Knepper, Executive Director of the 
USAIGC. to satisfy the fulfillment of 
projected goals, of the Association and to 
establish a new format for the continued 
success and rapid growth of the USAIGC. 

During our past history, the Association 
leadership has been deeply involved in 
attempting to satisfy our most pressing 
problem, the attainment of a viable and on- 
going Comprehensive General Liability and 
Participant Accident Policy. It gives me 
great pleasure to be able to finally 
announce that the USAIGC has entered 
Into an endorsement agreement with 
Association Administrators Inc., which will 
afford the entire gymnastics community the 
most valid, and Inclusive Liability and 
Accident policy ever negotiated for our 
industry. 

We are proud to say that this policy is not 
a "STOP-GAP" measure but, enjoys a 
three year commitment with the largest 
insurance underwriter in the world. 
LLOYDS OF LONDON. Now, it is up to US to 
support and perpetuate the program. 

The USAIGC Executive Director has 
spent many hours with litrally dozens of 
insurance underwriters and brokers and 
has never been afforded such a package. 
This policy can be written in ALL FIFTY 
STATES but, does require that the 
membership conform to certain standards 
and commitments 

All instructors must be certified by the 
USGSA or be on a limited six month 
"trainee" program. At the conclusion of the 
trainee period the instructor must be 
certified. The level of certification as 
presently offered by the USGA is not 
important. 

The legal climate in the United States 
today will not allow us, the gymnastics 
instructor, participant and gym school 
owner/manager to be naive with regard to 
the potential law suits that face our society 
on a daily basis. To quote Dr. Betty 
Vandersmlssen, "law suits seem to be a 
way of life and anything is fair game." 
Those who attempt to exist while uninsured 
or underinsured are risking a spartan 
existence for the remainder of their lives. 


A debilitating injury can award the 
plaintiff millions of dollars In settlement, 
thus the $300,000 or even $500,000 
Combined Single Limit Comprehensive 
General Liability program will not be 
protection enough. A settlement of this 
nature does not even begin to consider the 
extensive legal fees that the defendant will 
be confronted with by his legal counsel. 
Attorney's tees in such a deposition can 
easily exceed $1 00,000. If the defendant is 
uninsured he must assume these 
expenses himself. 

One must be totally unaware If one feels 
that he can escape without an injury or a 
potential law suit. The very nature of the 
environment today precludes that some 
form of legal action is always omnipresent. 

An outline of coverage under the 
USAIGC policy offering is as follows: 
COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL LIA- 
BILITY POLICY affords a $1,000,000 
Combined Single Limit covering each 
individual club, its members, certified 
instructors, officers, and additional 
insureds such as landlords, sponsors, gym 
owners and the USAIGC. It includes 
trampoline, incidental malpractice, 
personal injury (liable, slander, wrongful 
eviction). 

PARTICIPANT ACCIDENT POLICY 
covering $5,000 Of Accidental Death and 
Dismemberment including the loss of use 
of. $1 0,000 of Hospital and Medical Primary 
insurance coverage with a $1 00 deductible 
on Physical Therapists and Chiropractors. 
All other medical charges have a zero 
deductible. 

In conclusion, the USAIGC has adopted 
a mandatory Insurance coverage as a 
condition of membership in the USAIGC. In 
addition, we have arranged a master 
insurance plan on behalf of the member 
clubs desiring to be so covered. It is a 
condition of the USAIGC membership that 
one have a USGSA instructor certificate of 
approval and a Comprehensive General 
Liability insurance program conforming to 
the minimum requirements as established 
by the USAIGC. 

1. A Comprehensive General Liability 
policy of $300,000 Combined Single Limit 
which covers participant legal liability, OLT 
Liability, the Club, Club Instructors, its 
members, officers, and the USAIGC must 
be an additional named insured on each 
policy. In addition it is advisable that the 
policy have the ability to add as additional 
insureds landlords, sponsors and lease 
holders. 

2. Approved alternate insurance 
companies must be admitted or approved 
to do business in the State where the 
member club is domiciled or the meet Is 
staged. 

3. Any alternate Insurance plan must 


have no less than a 30 day written notice of 
cancellation provision with a warranty that 
additional named Insureds will be sent a 
duplicate notice of cancellation. 

a. The insurer of alternate coverage 
must also warrant that they will 
notify the additional named in- 
sureds of any changes or modifi- 
cations in the policy of insurance 
made by amending endorsement 
during the period of the policy. 

4. Liability coverage is attended under 
the policy. Must be on an occurence basis 
with no aggregate limit. 

COMMERCIAL SPONSORSHIP 

Mr. Knepper and Mr. Joseph Davoli, 
USAIGC Attorney, have entered into 
negotiations with several manufacturers 
who are interested In sponsoring certain 
portions of our National program. The 
Association is working in conjunction with 
the American Sports Development Society, 
whom we have contracted, seeking a total 
ofapproximateiy $130,000 (or the 1977/78 
year. It is anticipated that final negotiations 
on one portion of this program will begin as 
early as October 1 0, 1 977. ASDS has also 
entered into negotiations leading toward a 
television pact with erther NSC or CBS and 
coverage of our National Team 
Championships. 

We have begun preliminary negotiations 
with the Pepsi-Cola Company with regard 
to their sponsorship of another of our 
programs. 

NATIONAL GYMNASTRADA 

The USAIGC has been actively 
preparing a national testing program that 
would involve the non-competitive children 
who are taking class instruction and 
represent the grass roofs of gymnastics in 
the United States. 

We presently envision tests administered 
at each local club, by the club Instructors, 
that would be comparable to the program 
administered by the President's Council on 
Physical Fitness. Each child would have to 
be a student member of the USAIGC to 
enter Into the testing situation; however, 
they would receive a certificate of 
participation and/or a patch significant of 
their achievements. This would be an on- 
going program and would consist of 
approximately ten different test items. 
During the first year we will endeavor to 
have all children tested in conjunction with 
the celebration of our National 
Gymnastrada Week, which will occur 
sometime in February, 1978. This is, of 
course, if negotialions for sponsorship of 
this program fare well. 

As a future culmination of National 
Gymnastrada Week we are anticipating the 
feasibility ol a National Gymnastrada at 
some warm location in the United States. 


34 


This activity would become an annual affair 
similar to its already successful 
counterpart conducted In Europe. 
EQUIPMENT REDEMPTION PROGRAM 
With the advent of the USAIQC student 
membership drive and in conjunction with 
our newly achieved insurance endorse- 
ment, the USAIGC Executive Director has 
elicited the aid of the NISSEN CORPORA- 
TION in offering our membership a 
redemption program that will assist the 
Clubs in purchasing new items of 
gymnastics equipment. 

it is expected that this redemption 
program will be inaugurated during the Fall 
of 1 977. Further details will be forthcoming. 

PROGRESS OF ON-GOING USAIGC 
PROJECTS 

NATIONAL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The NISSEN CORPORATION was 
instrumental in assisting the USAIGC in 
launching its first Womens National Team 
Championships. NISSEN sponsored and 
conducted this Championships in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, in May of 1 977. The Oregon 
Academy of Artistic Gymnastics, coached 
by Linda Methany and Dick Mullvihill, 
became our first National Team 
Champions by thrilling us all with a 
consistent and spectacular performance. 
The Association is pursuing the 
acquisition of a sponsor for this event in 
1 978, We hope to include the Independent 
Club's Boys teams as well and be able to 
pay all expenses to future Championships, 

USAIGC NATIONAL GYMNASTICS 
BUSINESS SEMINAR 
The Business Seminar was conducted in 
Las Vegas, Nevada, on August 26, 27, and 
28, 1 977. For the first time the Association 
included such important topics as Sports 
Medicine and Coaching Technique. The 
Seminar was well attended with some 
ninety-three active participants. We are 
indebted to many fine speakers and clini- 
cians for the total success of this endeavor. 




Records for gymnastic floor and modem rhythmic 
gymnastic and dance exercises. For your complete 
catalog write on your letterhead with school and 
address and tell us if you are a teacher, coach, 
or director- 

STATLER 
RECORDS Inc. 


Osaka Competition: 

V Ba Be FX AA 

1 - Agapova 9.7 9.75 9.8 9.7 38.95 

2- Willim 9.6 9.75 9.6 9.7 38.65 

3- lonas 9.65 9.65 9.45 9.75 38.50 

Tokyo Competition: 

1 • Itu 9.6 9.65 9.7 9.6 38.55 

2- Willim 9,6 9.6 9.55 9.6 38.35 

3- lonas 9.65 9.35 9.55 9.7 38.25 


IPI^DiMOTINIG & PIROTiCTING Gl^/iNASTIC 


By Sharon Wilch 


Do we need protection from the law or 
under the law? Just what is the product 
liability crisis? Is it possible that the courts 
win influence public thinking enough to 
eliminate all recreational and competitive 
sports? 

Can the schools continue to buy equip- 
ment that skyrockets in cost to compensate 
for legal fees? 

What disease began to infect football in 
1905 has now infected ail sports at all 
levels, whether it be recreational, junior 
high school, high school, college or pro- 
fessional. 

Currently all sports are facing the pro- 
duct liability crisis 

Whenever an injury occurs on a piece of 
gymnastic equipment, the courts are 
interpreting the liability to mean, "A manu- 
facturers product no longer needs to be at 
fault to be guilty, but simply needs to be 
involved in an accident." When no one is 
really at fault, sympathetic juries are ruling 
that the financial responsibility should be 
borne by the party with the most money, 
usually the equipment manufacturer. 

As an example: 

In 1967. an athletic company sold a 
used mat to a high school. Three 
years later, during public use of the 
facility, a man attempted a one and a 
half somersault and broke his neck. 
The manufacturers paid $240,000 
and the supply company paid $1 0,000 
to the man, now a quadraplegic. 

In another instance, a girl vaulting the 
horse broke her arm upon landing. 
The mats were tOyears old and with- 
out a brand name. Within the same 
gym was another mat with a manu- 
facturers label. Consequently, that 
company was sued. The company 
being sued did not manufacture the 
mat, had no record of the sale, but yet 
was forced to spend money to defend . 
themselves. 

A southern California school district 
may discontinue high school com- 
petitive sports and physical education 
classes. In a two-year period, their 
liability insurance rose 400%. The 
Los Angeles schools eliminated the 
trampoline because the premium on 
each trampoline rose to $11,000, 

Currently there are 35—40 court cases 
pending within two companies with the total 
amount of dollars reaching seven times 


their annual sales. The greed of the sue 
syndrome is approaching 75,000,000 
million dollars. 

According to Tom Ecker's article— Wf// 
We Allow the Courts to Kill Sports— "The 
legal profession is receiving 564 of every 
liability dollar. With one case, an attorney 
could become a millionaire." "Trial lawyers 
have found that product liability is a gold 
mine." 

Insurance companies are settling claims 
out of court to protect themselves, and then 
they raise their rates. From 1976—1977, 
one manufacturer's premium rose from 
$900 to $18,000. A.M.F. American is the 
only manufacturer that still has product 
liability insurance. NIssen is now self 
insured. 

Schools are faced with budgeting prob- 
lems and community pressure to continue 
and expand sports programs. 

Obviously, the product liability crisis 
would encourage a school to begin a 
gymnastics program with the best and 
safest equipment available as well as the 
most qualified instructors. 

In reviewing manufacturers' catalogs, a 
school writing a purchase order for one set 
of competitive gymnastic apparatus, could 
spend $5,000 to $1 0,000 and even $1 5,000 
for elite pieces of equipment. 

The school purchasing agents then cut 
corners to balance a budget. 

Safely then becomes an important 
factor. In order to maintain safety standards, 
the schools must evaluate and continually 
purchase the latest and safest equipment. 
Of course, this means more dollars. The 
school then questions the need for the 
sport when it's priced out of existence or 
threatens lawsuit. The schools must also 
seriously evaluate their coaching talent. 

Are the coaches qualified to spot and 
instruct? Are the academic teachers 
forced to sponsor kids with an interest? A 
lack of experience on the part of both 
coaches and prospective competitors 
leads to accident and injury. 

How is the coach affected? If an accident 
occurs and if_the equipment is not faulty, 
the coach faces a negligence suit. Since 
most accidents occur in beginning pro- 
grams, YMCA programs and in P,E. classes, 
the reason appears to be inexperience or 
lack of supervision. Should a teacher, be 
forced into a coaching position without 
certification? 

Rules writing committees become en- 
tangled when they establish equipment 
specifications. Recently the need for 
equipment standards and safety require- 
ments has been requested. What if equip- 


ment meets specifications but a rules 
committee has not tested the equipment or 
evaluated the equipment under competitive 
performance? Does the National Federation 
face a possible lawsuit for negligence and 
ineffectiveness in writing rules? 

The sport of gymnastics can best be 
protected and promoted by continued 
sophistication of equipment, by adhering to 
rigid safety standards and by training 
qualified people. 

Manufacturers are continually developing 
new and better equipment. Attitudes of 
safety must be foremost in their minds 
when producing new apparatus. 

Companies are writing and designing 
cautioning labels and statements for their 
equipment and catalogs. "Failure to warn" 
is commonly used as thebasis for awarding 
large judgments in liability cases. 

Gym Master Company assumes no re- 
sponsibility for personal injury or property 
damage incurred by or through the use of 
any of the items sold by Gym Master 
Company. 

Nissen's warning states that "any activity 
involving motion or height creates the 
possibility of accidental injury. This equip- 
ment is intended for use only be properly 
trained and qualified participants under 
supervised conditions. Use without proper 
supervision could be dangerous and should 
not be undertaken or permitted. Before 
using, know your own limitations and the 
limitations of this equipment. It in doubt, 
always consult your instructor. Always 
inspect for loose fittings or damage and test 
stability before each use. " 

The manufacturers state three cautions 
concerning adjustment, working order and 
proper matting. 

Manufacturers also are protecting them- 
selves and the sport by providing tree 
clinics for instructors. Clinicians are pro- 
fessional gymnasts and emphasize the 
importance of proper skill progressions and 
safe spotting techniques and directions on 
how to use products properly. Upon request, 
the manufacturers travel the country 
training coaches. 

■ "Streois need to considercertifteation for 
coaches. Inexperienced people should not 
be recruited for coaching positions, in- 
service workshops provided by schools or 
state associations should be developed. 
Requirements for certification should 
Include the proper use of equipment, 
proper spotting techniques and the pre- 
vention of injury. 

Coaches need to evaluate their motives 
for teaching certain skills. Due to the 
injuries mainly on trampoline, one manu- 
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lacturer questions the somersault move- 
ment, or the inversion of the body so 
inherent to the sport, 

In order to receive greater difficulty for 
advanced moves, coaches will teach 
somersaulting movements out of progress- 
ion when the competitor may not be 
prepared. 

The somersault, luck, pike or lay out is an 
element seen in several events: balance 
beam, floor exercise, uneven bars, and 
vaulting. Should the somersault be a 
credited element or difficulty? 

Organizations with rules writing bodies 
must provide safety standards. Both the 
boys and girls N.F.S.H.A. rules writing 
committees did adopt policies and stand- 
ards for equipment. 

On March 8, 1976, Mr. Fagan sent a letter 
to all manufacturers of gymnastic equip- 
ment. In it he explained, "That committees 
which construct the rules for competition in 
any sport have the responsibility for specify- 
ing those standards under which equipment 
will be manufactured. These standards 
must be established only after careful and 
thorough deliberation by the committee. 
The committee must consider the safety of 
the gymnast as well as the technical 
aspects and cost of equipment." 

It is apparent some equipment being 
distributed does not meet specifications set 
forth in the rules. Part of this is due to 
manufacturers' desires to develop equip- 
ment which will enhance performances. In 
some cases, manufacturers have followed 
standards established by the Federation of 
International Gymnastics and expect these 
will be accepted by all other rules commit- 
tees. This may or may not be the case. 

The National Federation Gymnastics 
Rules Committees have established sub- 
committees to evaluate gymnastics equip- 
ment as to safety, performance and eco- 
nomics. Any manufacturer which has 
developed equipment which does not meet 
existing specifications and wishes to gain 
acceptance shali provide the designated 
committee members a sample of the 
equipment to be evaluated. 

Accompanying the equipment shall be 
data concerning research studiesjustifying 
variations from specifications. The equip- 
ment shall be tested for at least one year 
during which time questionnaire results will 
be provided for study. 

Manufacturers are urged to appraise 
rules committees of new developments in 
the production of equipment. Any variation 
from existing specifications in construction 
of materials should be brought to the 
attention of the subcommittees. It Is possible 


subcommittee members may offer signifi- 
cant recommendations for improvement of 
equipment. Changes in equipment will be 
authorized only after they have been 
properly evaluated. 

Notes following descriptions of equip- 
ment will caution schools against purchas- 
ing equipment which does not meet specifi- 
cations. It is unfortunate this is necessary 
but is required to protect the schools' 
interests. 

This past year one of our rules committee 
members did test new pieces of equipment, 
the metal vaulting board and the padded 
balance beam. Nissen and A.M.F. com- 
panies provided the equipment. 

This past March the girls rules writing 
committees spend a great amount of time 
researching the equipment problem. Mr. 
Michael Jacki, Manager of Promotion for 
A.M.F. American and the liaison for major 
gymnastic companies met with the rules 
committee. The rules committee expressed 
their frustration with constant equipment 
production; schools cannot afford to pur- 
chase new equipment every one or two 
years. As an example, the uneven rails in 
existence now will be replaced by oval 
bars. So all rails purchased will be obsolete 
in two years. The Federation of International 
Gymnastics still dictates equipment speci- 
fications. More equipment is sold to high 
schools, the N.C.A.A. and A.I.A.W, insti- 
tutions, and yet F.I.G. and Olympic com- 
petition manipulates equipment standards. 
Padded beams have been in existence on 
the elite level for some time; the National 
Federation Rules Committee did not approve 
the padded beam for high school use. This 
year we found that there are still no 
specifications written for padded beams. 

A new testing program is being estab- 
lished. Committee members will test new 
equipment for 30 days and report their 
findings to the chairperson. The padded 
beam vaulting run up strip and fiberglass 
rails will be included in the first testing. 

A plan is being formulated for the boys 
and girls rules writing committee chair- 
persons and selected personnel to visit 
manufacturing companies yearly. 

As you can see, the manufacturers and 
rules writing committees have been attempt- 
ing to have a working relationship and have 
seen the need to encourage schools to be 
aware of the safest apparatus, to employ 
qualified instructors and coaches and to 
change rules where necessary to safeguard 
competitors and the sport of gymnastics. 

(This article to be continued in the JAN.— 
FEB. Issue of The GYMNASTICS NEWS.) 


There will be no supplement 
to the Measurement & Dimen- 
sions book, instead this book 
is being rewritten in Switzer- 
land. As soon as we receive 
the new edition, notification 
of availability will be in The 
GYMNASTICS NEWS. 

Thank you for your order. 


Joaquin Blume 


All-Around Results 


Kurt Thomas 
Sergei Sizhanov 
Uwe Ronnerburg 
Aurelian Georgescu 
Peter Schmid 
Michel Boutard 
Peter Kovacs 
Fernando Bertrand 
Miguel Soler 


USA 56.55 

USSR 55.45 

DDR 53.60 

Romania 53.60 

Switzerland 53.40 

France 53.25 

Hungary 53.25 

Spain 52.25 

Spain 51.30 


FILMS 

Super 8 - 
in color 

1977 U.S.C.F. 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

America’s top women gymnasts are 
featured in this film. Includes all 
four Olympic events. 4 complete 
optional routines on each event. 

•36 Women's 300 fl. $32.00 Ppd. 

1976 MONTREAL OLYMPIC 
GAMES 

Observe the most exciting Olympic 
ever held with perfect 10.00 scores 
executed by Nadia Comaneci and 
Nellie Kim. See Andrianov winning 
routines in the men's events. 

34 Men's Finals 400 ft. $45.00 Ppd. 

35 Women's 400 fl. $45.00 Ppd. 


FRANK ENDO 

12200 5. Barendo • Los Angelas. CA 90044 
756-3283 
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USGF Color Posters 


GYMNASTICS 



PirUKmw* 


Event 

Date 


1. PETER KORMAN in aclion on floor. 
I2'x18". 50« each: 3-$1; 10-$3; 25-S6: 
S0-$10; 100-$15. 



2. KURT THOMAS in adion on parallel 
bars. 12'’x18". 50« each; 3-$l; 10-$3; 
25-$6; 50-$10; 100-S15. 



Event 

GYMNASTICS 


3. OLGA KORBUT, repordoclion ol oil 
painting. 18’'x22".75«each;3-$2; 10-$S; 
25-SI 0; 50-S15; 100-S25. 



4. Nine picture poster of NELLIE KIM, OLGA KORBUT & 
LUDMIUA TOURISCHEVA. 22"x33". $2 each. 5-9 $1.80 
each: 10 or more $1 each. 


S. NADIA COMANECI cover 
pholo from Newsweek. 18'x 
22". 75« each. 3-S2: 10-S5; 
25-I10: 50-$15; 100-S25. 


6. NADIA from cover of News- 
week. No printing. Extra 
Large. 22"x33". $2 each: 5-9 
$150 each: 10 or more $1 



When ordering, give poster 
number , quantit y desired and 
include pa yment. All orders 
must be prepaid. Please make 
check or money order payable 
to USGF and send to: 

USGF, 

Box 12713, 

Tucson, Arizona 85732. 
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NEW 7-PAGE BROCHURE now 
available at USGF Headquar- 
ters. Describes promotional 
items, Books & Magazines, 
Posters, Posters & More 
Posters, and Materials List. 
For your FREE copy, write 
USGF, Box 12713, Tucson, 
Arizona, 85732. 


7. NADIA COMANECI fepfOOuClion of oil 
painting by Lawrence Lee. 20”x28". $3 
each. Same poster on high quality, heavy 
slock. 2V’x29". $10 each. 


8. RUSSIAN GYMNASTS reproduction Of 
oil painting by Lawrence Lee. 20''x28". $3 
each. Same poster on high quality, heavy 
slock, 2rx29" $10 each. 


USGF MATERIALS LIST 


1. Code ol Points for Men— Official FIG 
Code tor men, includes A-B-C parts with 
Illustrations and all rules. A MUST for all 
judges, coaches and gymnasts. 1975. 
S1S.00 

2. USGF Men’s Rules lor Competition- 
New: Book for Merr's competition rules, 
USGF Jr. Olympic Age group Compul- 
sory exercises. 1976-77. $5.00 

3. Code of Points lor Women— Official 
FIG, Includes figures for difficulty rat- 
ings. $10.00 

4. Supplement to Women's Code— 
USGF Supplement to FIG Difficulties 
Classification. $1,00 

5. Age Group Gymnastic Workbook— 
USGF Age Group Workbook, complete 
with routines (compulsory) for boys and 
girls, ages 6 to 18. stick figures and 
built-in grading system for classroom 
work. S3.00 

6. National Compulsory Routines— Of- 
ficial USGF-DGWS routines for girls, 
three levels of routines now being used 
for nationwide school, college, university 
and poet graduate competition. 197S76 
Edition. $4.00 

7. Supplement to Rules and Policies 
Book-S2.00 

8. History ol the Development ol the 
USGF— Complete documented study, 
begins in early 30’s, reviews amateur 
feuds of years gone by, leads to founding 
of USGF. SS.OO 


9. Measurements and Dimensions— 1974 
edition, official FIG booklet on all 
diagrams and measurements lor men's 
and women's equipment. S3. 25 

10. FIG Bulletin- Ofllcial publication of 
the FIG, sent directly from Switzerland, 
four (4) Issues per year, valuable to all In 
gymnastics. $15.00 

11. Modern Gymnastics— Class 1, 11, 
111, by Mildred Prchal. $4.00 

12. USGF Gymnastics News— Official 
word from the USGF National Office, 
listings of new books and services, 
technical changes and what’s news- 
worthy on a national scale. Published 
every other month. $5.00 

13. Gymnastics Checks — Beautiful 
checks In light blue with male and female 
gymnasts shown on them. Mail sample 
of existing checks and all necessary info. 
Allow 2 months for delivery. $6.00-200: 
$11.00-400; $16.00-600, etc. 

14. USGF Crest- Embroidered cloth, 
suitable for use on blazers or uniforms. 
$2.00 

15. USGF Patch — Embroidered, suitable 
lor use on warm-ups, blazers, or uni- 
forms. $1.00 

16. USGF Decals — Gold background, 
showing flag and USGF emblem. $0.25 

17. USGF Pin— Showing flag and USGF 
emblem. $1.00 


18. Men's Judging Guide and Course: 
1977 EDITION-Published in lesson 
plans to enable the Instructor to guide 
his students step by step toward becom- 
ing ajudge. $5.00 

19. USGF Luggage Tags— Red, white 
and blue, a must for all travelers. $3.00 
lor 2 

20. USGF Belt Buckle— $5.00 

21. USGF Pen— Attractive white desk 
pen, with holder, by Schaeffer, em- 
bossed with USGF Symbol. $3.00 

22. Guidance for the Instruction of 
International Judges of Women's Artistic 
Gymnastics-NEW PUBLICATION-This 
booklet is designed to aid in the 
thorough and systematic training of 
judges. SS.OO 

23. Official World & Olympic Compul- 
sory Exercises lor Women— The Official 
drawings, text and music of the compul- 
sory exercises for the World Champion- 
ships in 1978 and the Olympic Games of 
1980. $1.00 

24. Official World & Olympic Compul- 
sory Exercises lor Men— The Official 
drawings, text, and deductions for the 
men's compulsory exercises lor the 
World Championships In 1978 and the 
Olympic Exercises in 1960. $1.00 

25. 1977 Junior Olympic National Cham- 
pionship and DevelopmentCamp— Written 
by Mas Watanabe $2.00 
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